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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter; I come quickly: hold fast that 
which thou hast, that no one take thy crown,—Rev. 3: 11. 


1. July 5.—The Laborers in the Vineyard. . ... . Matt. 20 : 1-16 
2. July 12.—Greatness through Service. . ..... Mark 10 : 32-45 
3. July 19.—Blind Bartimaeus .........+.. Mark 10 : 46-52 
4. July 26.—The Pounds and the Talents... .. . Luke 19 : 11-27 
5. August 2.—The ‘Friumphal Entry. ........ Mark 11 : 1-18 
6 August 9.—The Barren Fig ‘Tree and the Defiled 

‘Temple (Temperance Lesson). ...... Mark 11 : 12-33 
7 August 16.—The Wicked Husbandmen. ..... Matt. 21 : 33-46 
8. August 23.—‘The Wedding Feast ......... Matt. 22: 1-14 
9. August 30.—A Day of Questions ........ Matt. 22 : 15-22 
10. Sept. 6.—The Great Commandments. . . Mark 12 : 28-44 
11. September 13.—The Ten Virgins ......... Matt. 25: 1-13 


12. September 20.—The Judgment of the Nations . . Matt. 25 : 31-46 
13. September 27 —Review : Jesus the Judge of Men 





A clerk who was roundly scolded by the proprietor 
for pointing out to a customer a defect in a piece of 
dress goods lived to see the day when that proprie- 
tor’s anger was cited as a business curiosity. Good 
advertising has been a strong factor in bringing about 
this change; for no concern can advertise steadily in 
good papers unless its customers have reason to know 
its fairness, 


The Antidote ' 
Psalm 37: 4 
By Alexander Louis Fraser 
W HEN troubles drear to thee appear, 
And thy weak faith is tried, 
And, sore distrest, thou, seeking rest, 
Art still unsatisfied, 


Do not despair,—each carking care 
To silence will be awed 

When this great word thy soul has heard: 
“ Delight thyself in God.” 








Enriching Our Friends 


Our friends do not need to know that we are 
praying for them in order to be helped by our prayers. 
It is not their knowledge, but God’s knowledge, of 
our prayers that is the important thing. A man knew 
that a friend of his eight hundred miles away was 
facing an important and difficult piece of work, and 
he prayed earnestly for God's guidance in that work. 
Writing to the friend, he told him that he had prayed 
for him, and later he received this reply: ‘‘ Your 
letter came yesterday morning just as I was sitting 
down to the work, and I assure you that the thought 
of your prayers helped. Pardon me for saying she 
thought of your prayers ; I should have said your 
prayers.’’ If the chief helpfulness of our prayers for 


our friends lay in their knowledge that we were pray- 
ing for them, prayer would be a very human and 
limited thifg. Prayer's greatest helpfulness lies in 
the fact that it makes the way clear for God to bring 
special blessings to those for whom we intercede ; and 
he does this even though he and the intercessor are 
the only ones who know that the prayer has been 
offered. Are our friends’ lives being supernaturally 
enriched by the Heavenly Father because we are their 


praying friends ? 
a” 


Those “‘ Hindrances ” 

Our hindrances are really what we are living for. 
Instead of being the chief barriers to our real work in 
life, they are often the chief opportunities of our life. 
Perhaps some of us could sympathize with certain 
missionaries in China who have been known to feel 
or to say, in effect, ‘‘If it were not for these Chinese 
I could get some missionary work done.’’ The Chi- 
nese are undoubtedly a real interruption to the 
smoothly-running program of daily work which the 
missionary would like to follow. But, as we smile at 
his mistake, must we confess that we sometimes just 
as completely miss the real purpose of our life and 
service in the home field? The interruptions and 
barriers of our daily life furnish our supreme oppor- 
tunity for letting Christ do his whole work in us and 
toward them. Let us learn to say, ‘‘If it were not 
for my hindrances, I could never know what the best 


work is."* 
=x 
When God’s Help Is Not Enough 


It is hopeless to ask God to help us to do certain 
right and necessary things. For example, we need 
never ask God to help us to conquer the power of our 
sin. For God cannot help us to do this. It isa 
thing that must be done by God alone, not asa helper, 
but as one who works whoily apart from our efforts ; 
or it will never be doneat all. Many surrended, orth- 
odox Christians, who are longing for victory over the 
power of sin in their lives, are living defeated lives 


% 


Omitted Honor a 


OES it often enough occur to us how large a part 
is played in our lives by the giving or withhold- 
ing of honor where it is due? In the casting 

up of life’s accounts it is, after all, the intangible things 
which count more than the tangible. Itisnottoo much 
to say that many lives have failed just for the lack of 
that fine quality of paying honor to the persons and 
the duties and the relationships where it is due. Ed- 
ward Everett Hale once said that he believed many 
men whom he had known had failed, in spite of all 
their gifts, for want of purity. He was not referring to 
immoral acts, but meant that those men had not 
enough valued and protected the fineness of insight. 
Their thoughts and feelings had become too mixed, 
and they had taken too little pains to clarify their mo- 
tives and keep them pure. These men, perhaps, 
never quite knew what it was that had defeated them. 
And so it is with this quality of honor. It almost 
makes a life, if one can only see to it that he praises 
and admires and holds excellence of every kind at its 
full worth. 

With the first spreading of the Christian life there be- 
gan to spread over human relations of all kinds an 
immeuiate increase of honor from one life to another. 
Men felt their lives bathed in a new atmosphere of 
respect. They were not simply placed on the safe 
side of a certain line, but every delicate appreciation 
was fostered and encouraged. A deeper courtesy be- 
gan to betray its presence as one of the fruits of the 


because they have not seenthistruth, Dr. C. I. Sco- 
field suggestively notes that in Romans ‘‘we have a 
justified sinner trying to keep the law, utterly defeated in 
that attempt by the flesh, the ‘law in his members,’ 
and crying out, not for Ae, but for deliverance. 
Then the Spirit is brought in, with, oh, what mar- 
velous results. ‘The law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death.’ Not the apostle’s effort under the law, nor 
even the Spirit's help in that effort, but the might 
of the indwelling Spirit alone breaks the power of 
indwelling sin.’’ God does not Ae men to be saved 
from either the penalty or the power of their sins. 
Our own, efforts toward either kind of salvation are 
utterly futile. Christ alone can save us from both the 
penalty and the power of our sins ; he can do it com- 
pletely, now and here ; he does both things in exactly 
she same way, when we stop trying and let him do it 
all. The life that is Christ is better than the life that 
is only helped by Christ. 


x— 

Now 

If God's faithfulness is not available for us at this 
present moment, we are badly offindeed. But his faith- 
fulness is always working in the present tense ; and if 
we remember this, and count upon it, we shall find 
that our faith is a present faith, which is what he de- 
sires. Writing on the truth that ‘‘the present tense is 
so beautiful,’’ one who knows God has said : 


** © God is faithful ’—not he has been, 
Not he will be; both are true; 
But to-day, in this sore trial, 

* God is faithful’ now to you !”’ 


And ‘‘God is faithful... that ye may be able to en- 
dureit.’’ Whatever it is, now at this present moment, 
his present faithfulness is more powerful than the 
strain and stress of the attack ; and his present faith- 
tulness guarantees our present endurance. No wonder 
our Saviour God wants us to remember his great name, 
‘“*T AM.’’ The all-loving omnipotence of ««I1 AM"’ 
is infinitely more than equal to the immediate supply - 
ing of all that I am not. 
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Cause of Defeat 


Spirit. It was not enough to be honest and straight, 
but those fine qualities of reverence and awe and 
honor were awakened too. The Christian must not 
only be a better man than the non-Christian, but able 
also to discern better things inhis fellow-men. In 
ordinary labor and relationship he must see a dig- 
nity that had never been revealed before. In honor 
men were to prefer one another, they were to honor 
all men and they were to honor the king. 

This precious element of life is a little difficult to 
keep in a day when we feel so free to depreciate all 
institutions, and to criticise all persons, and to analyze 
everything. But the element of appreciation is just 
as important as the work we do. The way a thing is 
done is as significant as the thing itself. We have be- 
come coarsened when we say we cannot see what differ- 
ence it makes how we feel so long as we do our work. 
Many a Christian has done the hard work and be- 
stowed the money, but has not given a high enough 
estimate to the thing he was doing. Itis like what 
an observer said of the sudden emergence of two of 
the great Eastern nations into the habits of Western 
civilization. It was easy enough to adopt external 
ways and to use certain machinery, but they failed to 
appreciate the ‘‘depth and massiveness’’ of the civ- 
ilization they were copying. Wedo the same when 
we attempt to take up this or that Christian duty with- 
out appreciating all that goes with it. 

Our attitude toward any person or cause is quite as 
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much as our action toward them. It is easy to do the 
literal work of any position, it is hard to keep invest- 
ing that position with morehonor. Familiarity may 
breed contempt, but a great thing has happened when 
it breeds just the opposite attitude of respect and 
reverence that grows all the time. It is not he who 
can work hardest, but he who holds his work highest, 
who is the bést workman, The dead-line in a man’s 
usefulness is crossed when, through long repetition, 
the man says to himself, ‘Oh, I know.ali this now. I 
do not need to approach it with the fresh and earnest 
attitude I used to give to it.’’ Henceforth he begins 
to fall off. It may be very subtle, but his attitude 
will permeate all he does. Ceasing to honor his task, 
no longer looking up to it as worthy of his best, there 
issues from that very task a quiet but stern retribution. 
Sometimes the task is taken away from him and the 
poor man cannot see why. He was just deficient in 
honor toward it. 

After years in the Christian life and in the church 
one sees the commonness stealing over the relation- 
ship which once represented all that was fairest. 
People speak slightingly or jokingly of their ‘* choice 
vows. '’ They are careful to do no downrightly hostile 
thing, but their general tone governs their influence 
more than their deliberate acts. Just let one speak 
slightingly of anything for a time,—one need not act- 
ually do anything against it, and it is amazing what a 
change will be wrought in the whole standing of it. 
When Israel had sunk into a low condition through 
disregard of the worth and honovableness of her call- 
ing a prophet spoke a word from God, saying, ‘* I re- 
member for thee the joy of thine espousals.’’ This 
slighting of holy things is almost as bad as defiance of 
them, and it is probably true that the worst downfalls 
come not from deliberate purpose but from little neg- 
lects which in their accumulation put us far away 
from the right and the truth, 

How important this fineness and honor and sensi- 
tiveness toward God is we may judge from the fact that 
Christ made it the first object of petition in the prayer 
he taught us, ‘‘ Hallowed be thy name.’’ To give 
God his standing and his place before we offer him 
our work or service was to Christ the final and inevit- 
able order of human duties. To-day we are mightily 
in danger of a coarse, quantitative estimate of what 
God requires. It was Christ’s reverence for the Father 
which was more than his healing touch or his mighty 
works, and he set that above his severest toil. There 
is a tendency to-day to go not an inch below the sur- 
face of men’s acts ; if they will do something definite 
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and tangible, we say, let us be content with that ; if 
we miss that recognition and sensitiveness to God 
which seems almost the first necessity of service, the 
world says, ‘‘ Never mind that, it is asking too much.’’ 
But each of us knows for himself that to be served 
with certain kinds of service is worse than not to be 
served at all. If one meets some need of ours, but 
does it without feeling, without delicacy, and simply 
goes through the mechanical form, or does it harshly 
or slovenly how it grates upon every nerve and disap- 
points every desire! Sometimes religious work itself, 
the mere doing of something and feeling that itis done, 
may act as an opiate to silence that appeal of God 
and pressure of our own inmost heart to give him 
first our best. 

Are not all our lives a little commoner through be- 
coming deficient in honor toward our fellow-men? We 
have known them so well, and found out their faults 
and detected their insincerities and selfishnesses so 
thoroughly, that we find ourselves growing less respect- 
ful toward them, This time comes in the life of us 
all when we tend toward depreciation of others, but 


it returns upon ourselves in personal impoverishment. 


It is a bad sign and significant of growing irreligion in 
us when we take lower and meaner views of our fellow- 
men. Sometimes we must just deliberately and con- 
sciously force ourselves to think better of them, Let 
us resolve for a single fortnight to treat with greater 
respect every person we deal with, and weshall prob- 
ably receive a revelation of what honor may do for 
our own souls, 

In most cases life islowered and defeated not by 
signal transgressions, but by the encroachment of low 
esteem for things that deserve our best thought. Zzfe’s 
Jailure is mainly due to omitted honors. lt is the 
sins of omission which account for most of the sins 
of commission. The costliest things we do are not 
those that seem the costliest, but little acts constantly 
repeated, by which the tarnish is removed from our 
ideals, The prefacing of our daily work with prayer, 
the fighting off the seeming familiarity of worship and 
making ourselves realize that each approach to God is 
a new experience, such efforts as these keep a life in 
continual honor. And when we find that the slight- 
ing and complaining and criticizing tone is increas- 
ing with us, we need to revenge ourselves. upon it as 
one of the worst enemies of the soul. It is when 
we cease to regard our calling as a high calling that 
deterioration creeps in. But health and beauty steal 


back into life when once again we begin to bestow 
honor where it is due. 





Honoring and Hating Our Loved Ones 


Moderation has no place in our relations with our 
Lord. It has no place in his relation to us. He went 
to the uttermost when he gave himself to us on the 
cross ; he wants us to go to the uttermost as we give 
ourselves to him. So he used extreme language as 
he sought to tell us the pathway to the richest bless- 
ings that he can give us. A Pennsylvania reader 
asks an interesting question as to the relation of one 
of these ‘‘extreme’’ words of our Lord to one of the 
Old Testament laws which Christ came not to destroy 
but to fulfil : 


Will you discuss in your Notes on Open Letters the mean- 
ing of Luke 14: 26 and the Fifth Commandment in connec- 
tion with one another ? 

‘‘ If any man cometh unto me, and hateth not his own father, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple."’ 

‘*Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be 
long in the land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee.” 


Our Lord wants us to make him so pre-eminent in 
our life and love that he shall be, as it were, at one 
extreme in our life and all other relationships shall 
be, by contrast, at the other extreme. That is, our 
relationship to God is so fundamentally different from 
our relationship to any one else in the universe, even 
those whom we love most, that by contrast our love 
to him is to make our love to any one else seem like 
hate. Christ is to have the pre-eminence in our life, 
supremely and exclusively. No one else can share 
that position with him in our life if we would be his 
disciples. Therefore if our relationship to others 
seems to come in any way into conflict with our re- 
lationship to Christ, we are to think of them as 
though we hated them. 

Professor Riddle suggested, in commenting on that 





passage in The Sunday School Times of April 4, 1914: 
‘¢The demand for supreme love to Christ is here ex- 
pressed in negative terms. The personal objects 
which may, and often do, interfere with supreme love 
to Christ, are here mentioned. When thus inter- 
fering they are to be ‘hated,’ not actively and per- 
sonally, but in so far as opposed to the higher duty.’’ 
Professor Griffith Thomas, in the same issue of the 
Times, wrote: ‘*The reference to Matthew 10 : 37 
[‘ He that loveth father or mother. more than me is 
not worthy of me ; and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me’] shows that 
‘hate’ means hate by comparison ; not only are we 
to love others less, but when even the dearest ties are 
proving obstacles they are deliberately to be set aside. 
The principle is thus stated in a startling form, and 
the hearers are to make their own applications and 
qualifications. The true idea is seen in the last 
words, ‘his own life also’ ; so that we are not asked 
to ‘hate’ those around otherwise than we hate our- 
selves. The natural must not stand in the way of the 
spiritual."’ And Dr. Scofield in his Reference Bible 
comments : ‘‘ Natural affection is to be, as compared 
with the believer's devotedness to Christ, as if it were 
hate. See Matthew 12: 47-50, where Christ illus- 
trates this principle in His own person. [‘And one 
said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren 
stand without, seeking to speak to thee. But he an- 
swered and said unto them that told him, Who is my 
mother? and who are my brethren?’ etc.] But in 
the Lord the natural affections are sanctified and 
lifted to the level of the divine love (compare John 19 : 
26, 27; Eph. § : 25-28).’’ The latter Scripture reads 
in part: ‘‘ Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself up for it."’ 
So we see that this is one of the blessed paradoxes 
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of the Bible. Only after we have hated father and 
mother in order to give Christ the supreme place in 
our life can we honor father and mother as God would 
have us honor them. The love of Christ which hates 
all else by contrast makes it possible for the Holy 
Spirit to shed abroad in our hearts the love of God, 
so that, with Christ as our life, we love others as he 


loves us, 
~< 
The Lifting Power of Weakness 


The natural world of plant life is constanuy 
showing us marvels that utterly overwhelm our finite 
minds. Last spring an incident of this sort was pub- 
lished in the ‘Illustration Round-Table’’ of The 
Sunday School Times, and it is net strange that 
some readers have questioned its accuracy. A Con- 
necticut Sunday-~school teacher wrote : 


The enclosed clipping was cut from the May g edition of 
your paper. Neither my Sunday-school class nor I can believe 
that any plant can do what this clipping tells us a plant did. 
Will you kindly write me if the statement, ‘‘ ‘They removed the 
concrete and found that a growing plant had lifted up that 
solid concrete floor and all the grain upon ‘it,"’ can be proved? 


The questioned illustration, which was sent to the 
Times by an English reader and was quoted from the 
Record of Christian Work, is, in part, as follows : 


A few years ago a large grain elevator, having a floor of 
concrete twelve inches thick, was built in one of our western 
cities. For eighteen months one-half million bushels of wheat 
rested on that floor. When the wheat was removed the labor- 
ers saw that the floor in a particular spot had risen a number 
ofinches. ‘They removed the concrete and found that a grow- 
ing plant had lifted up that solid concrete floor and all the 
grain upon it. Whence came this powerful life of the plant? 
From the sun, which gives life to all vegetation, ‘Thus may 
we, without any special gift or accomplishment, draw enough 
life and power from the Sun of Righteousness to lift his king- 
dom higher, even when it seems impossible. Faith lets Christ 
do for us and with us what we could never do alone. 


While it is perhaps not possible to verify the par- 
ticular incident given here by ascertaining the place 
and time where it occurred and securing the evidence 
of eye-witnesses, The Sunday School Times has re- 
ferred the question to several naturalists whose views 
are worth noting. One of these, whose name and 
work are known throughout North America, writes : 

That seems a pretty big story, but I don’t dare to say it is 


impossible. Such wonderful things are done by growing 
vegetation, 


Another of the naturalists consulted writes : 


There are several cases on record where a mushroom has 
litted a flagstone. Whether it could exert a pressure neces- 
sary to raise such a weight as set forth in this incident I am 
not prepared to say. One of the strongest forces in nature, 
however, is undoubtedly the cell-expansion of a growing 
mushroom, 


And from the Academy of Natural Sciences of Phila- 
delphia comes the following significant word : 

Replying to your recent inquiry regarding the raising of the 
comrete floor of a grain elevator by a growing plant, such an 
occurrence is not impossible, as the pressure known to be ex- 
erted by growing plants under certain confined conditions is 


so great as to be almost, if not entirely, beyond human com- 
prehension, 


Evidently it is not only in spiritual and-human life, 
but in plant life as well, that ‘*God chose the weak 
things of the world, that he might put to shame the 
things that are strong.’’ If that incident of the plant 
actually occurred, as seems possible, it was not the 
plant that lifted the enormous weight that rested upon 
it, nor was it even the appropriated power of the sun : 
it was nothing less than the infinite power of God 
working through the sun and the plant as channels 
that yielded to his powez. As we yield in the same 
way, and by faith let God do for us and in us and 
through us all that he would, we shall rejoice that 
‘*the base things of the world, and the things that are 
despised, did God choose, yea and the things that are 
not, that he might bring to nought the things that are.”’ 


‘ee 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Father, we bring thee thanks, and a prayer; but 
most of all we bring thee ourselves. We find there is 
no peace for us save as we are locked in thine arms ; 

nor any lasting satisfaction save as we are living thy lite—and 
doing thy work. We ask, each for himself, What part hast 
thou assigned me in the tasks of thy kingdom? Prepare us 
for sacrifices. Open our eyes tosee. Somehow, weave each 
one of us into thy majestic enterprise. Constrain us hence- 
forth to measure our privilege and duty, not by our comfort or 
our preferences, but by the needs of others and the calls of 
Providence, Quicken our sympathy for people around us. 
Bless the work we are now at—and add to it. Make us strong 
to do our work better, and to take up new tasks, Let our 
hearts be brought to throb with concern for men until we can- 
not help assuming new burdens, So intensify our longings as 
to multiply our power. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 6 (Mark 12-28-44) 
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How Our Rally Day Success Surprised Us | 
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Letting Loose Some New Ideas 
By the Rev. D. B. Ralston 


HE writer arrived in Long Prairie, Minnesota, 
filled the pulpit on August 31, 1913, and found 

a Sunday-school of about forty in attendance, a 
superintendent, one or two teachers, and no organist. 

Immediately we made plans for Rally Day. We 
purposely did not announce the date until the second 
Sunday before October 5. We mentioned the order- 
ing and arrival of programs. We decided that by 
October 5 we would attempt to accomplish three things: 
First, to meet the requirements of The Sunday School 
Times Honor Roll ; second, to have the school com- 
pletely organized and graded, with teachers for each 
class ; third, to secure additions to the Cradle Roll, 
Adult, and Home Departments. 

Our method in winning these results included : (1) 
Definice prayer for the needs of the Bible school in 
morning and evening worship, (2) I spent several 
minutes emphasizing the Sunday-school and its needs 
in morning and evening worship. An appeal was 
made for volunteers for Missionary, Temperance, and 
Home Department superintendents. (3) Two weeks 
before Rally Day a lecture was given in morning serv- 
ice on ‘‘A Square Deal for the Sunday-school, or, 
The Gospel in Jerusalem.’’ (4) The pastor was given 
the names of irregular scholars, and called upon them 
and secured the co-operation of parents for their at- 
tendance. (5) Beside having a brief part on the pro- 
gram, each pupil was urged to invite and bring his 
parents to Rally Day exercises, 11 A.M., October 5. 
(6) We mentioned Rally Day in our church notices, 
and emphasized what we wanted and expected. We 
printed the program in full. 

Was our campaign successful? October 5 was a 
wet, drizzly day following a few days of rain. Our 
Sunday-school met at the usual hour, and we had our 
regular lesson. About the middle of the session the 
secretary reported to the superintendent .that fifty- 
seven of the fifty-nine enrolled were present. We 
had secured an organist and four of our needed teach- 
ing staff, and the promise of a prospective missionary 
superintendent. We began an adult Bible class the 
next Wednesday evening, and had six additions to the 
Cradle Roll. 

At eleven A.M. we had our service, with the au- 
ditorium filled by the parents of Sunday-school pupils. 
The outstanding features of the program were a Cradle 
Roll exercise and reception of members, a promotion 
exercise, and the pastor's address. The pastor em- 
phasized how parents could help the teachers. It 
seemed to be a surprise to many that there was any- 
thing they could do. 

‘The president of the Board of Trustees said, ‘I 
got a lot of good suggestions.’’ 

An elder said, ‘‘I will take that class of boys."’ 

A parent remarked, ‘‘I did not know that we were 
expected to do anything before.’’ 

Another elder suggested, ‘‘I believe we ought to 
buy space in the papers and advertise.’’ 

Parents, church-members, and church boards found 
out a large number of ways in which they could aid 
in making the coming year a success. 

The campaign cost nothing for printing or postage, 
which is an important matter in small schools. It did 
a big thing in an intense way without making a big 
noise and a lot of excitement. . It included the co- 
operation of pupils, parents, church-members, church 
boards, and pastor. 

The most important feature was the enlistment of 
pastor and church boards. The pastor supported and 
boosted the school in announcements from the pulpit. 
He learned a new and important basis for pastoral 
visitation. The campaign emphasized a new subject 
for prayer, and introduced a new field for effort. 

New teachers and officers learned that they were 
going to be appreciated more in the future than in the 
past. Every one is interested now. The ‘ Ladies’ 
Aid’’ are talking Bible study. 

The church saw that loyalty must first come from 
its own members. They saw that they could do a 
thing successfully when they attempted to. Our whole 
purpose was by education to establish confidence in 
our school. We attempted to enlist the church as 
the pastor’s force, harnessed and at work in the Bible 
study and teaching service of God s kingdom. 

Lone Prarri£, MINN, 


The nations of Europe are flinging themselves into 
their war with a passionate determination that has 
amazed the world. Are we of the Sunday-school 
ready to fling ourselves into the conflict against 
evil with the same passionate determination? Rally 
Day is a good time to prove this. The stories of 
three schools that are given on this page show what 
unexpected results can be had in any school. Each 
of these three won a place in The Sunday School 
Times Rally Day Honor Roll of last year, and then 
these writers won the three prizes offered by the 
Times for the best articles telling how the thing was 
done,—the first prize of $20 going to Mr. Ruley, 
the second prize of $15 to Mr. Croll, and the third 
prize of $10 to Mr. Ralston. Other inviting Rally 
Day methods will be given in next week’s issue of 
the Times, and the ‘‘ Graded Forum ’’ this week 
suggests special features for the Beginners and Pri- 
mary departments. 








Trying to Break Our Own Record 
By Oscar Clyde Ruley 


ALLY DAY in our school has always been an 
event of rare interest to the entire community. 
While other days of special importance in the 

school have attracted interest, the big day to which 
young and old look forward each year is Rally Day. 
Last year’s attendance of 805 set a new record for 
the First Presbyterian Church of Auburn, N. Y., and 
owing to several unusual conditions which existed at 
that time it was thought the record would not be 
surpassed for many years to come. But naturally as 
the time approached for planning our 1913 Rally we 
were enthusiastic enough to set out to exceed the 
attendance mark of 1912, and therefore placed our 
alin at goo. 

Our first step was to investigate the matter of in- 
vitation cards. Many samples were sent, and we 
exercised great care in the selection of our series. 
Appreciating the fact that boys and girls of the 
Beginners and Primary Departments would not neces- 
sarily be attracted by a card that might appeal very 
strongly to men and women of Senior and organized 
classes, we decided to use a different card for each 
Department, and in the Intermediate, Senior, and 
organized classes provided one series of cards for boys’ 
classes and another for girls’. 

For boys of Intermediate and Senior classes we had 
a card with a picture of a football team in action and 
the title? ‘* A Good Kick-Off,’’ thereby appealing to 
their athletic enthusiasm to help start the year with a 
vim. For girls of these same departments we chose 
a card entitled, ‘* Fall in Line,’’ representing a line 
of girls ready to march, and carrying the suggestion 
that every girl be in her place ready to keep step with 
the school. We found a very attractive card for the 
Men's Class, showing a crowd of men greeting a new 
member with expressions of hearty welcome and en- 
titled, ‘*This is the Kind of a Welcome You Will 
Receive.'’ Throughout the sciiool the members of 
every class received invitations especially suited to its 
individual interests, 

In preparing to get the invitations into the hands 
of every member enrolled and others whom we wished 
to reach, we first revised our school roll, making it 
correct as to addresses and eliminating all who had left 
the city or in any other way become lost to us. This 
work required most of our time during August and 
early September, but the corrected and completed list 
was ready finally, both of the old members and new 
prospects. 

Our teachers agreed to take enough invitations to 
reach every member of his or her class and any new 
prospects they might have in mind. These were to 
be mailed not later than Wednesday of the week 
preceding Rally Day. We employed the usual 
methods of advertising in the daily newspapers and 
notices in church calendars. Through the courtesy of 
the pastor and Session of the church, we were per- 
mitted to announce that every one present on Rally 
Sunday would be given a souvenir sketch of a bronze 
tablet which is to be placed in the church auditorium 
this fall in memory ofthe late Rev. William H. Hub- 
bard, D. D., who for more than a quarter of a 


century had been pastor of the church, The founda- 
tion work of the past was thus connected with the con- 
structive work of the future. 

As a last reminder and follow-up scheme we secured 
nve hundred special Rally Day key-tags as advertised 
in The Sunday School Times, We had them printed 
with the name of our church, school, date, hour of 
service, and the single line, ** The Church With The 
Big Welcome.’’ We then addressed them simply, 
‘“*To All The Family, Street, Auburn, N., Y.,’’ 
and they were delivered by our Boy Scouts, one to 
each home in the congregation, on Saturday preceding 
Rally Sunday. Each Scout was given as many as he 
would agree to deliver, and small prizes were promised 
to the boys delivering the most keys in the shortest 
time. It was difficult to keep every boy from tak- 
ing the whole lot. Before ten o'clock Saturday morn- 
ing every Scout had reported «All tags delivered,"’ 
and the families of the church were talking Rally Day 
and hoping for fine weather. 

Sunday, September 28, the date set for our 
rallying time, was an ideal, crisp, sunny, fall day. 
Announcement had been made that all departments 
would meet in their regular places in the Bible School 
building and march in procession to the church 
auditorium, where it had always been the custom to 
hold the Rally Day service. Promptly on time the 
procession started, headed by the members of the 
Cradle Roll and their parents, and when all had been 
placed in the church every seat on the main floor 
was taken. The galleries had been reserved for vis- 
itors, and they also were filled to their limit. The 
roll call revealed that with oneexception every teacher 
and officer of the entire corps of over fifty was present, 
and the secretary reported a total attendance of 993. 
The Old First Church of Auburn had once more taken 
its wonted place among the leaders on the honor roll of 
the schools of our country, a distinctive force for Christ 
through the membership of its great Bible School ! 

One source of great satisfaction in the result was 
that the yictory was obtained through the interest of 
teachers and workers who had not been gathered at a 
‘*supper,’’ but had responded through love of the 
church and school. May 1g14seethe thousand mark 
passed, and a growing interest shown as Sunday after 
Sunday the school keeps up its work, ‘‘smiling and 
pushing,’’ in a united effort to further the study of 
His Word in our community. 


AuBurkn, N. Y. 
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While the Heat Wave Was On 
By the Rev. P. C. Croll 


Ovk Sunday-school, the First Evangelical Luth- 
eran of Beardstown, Illinois, is of German 
birth, —that is, it came into being through a 
German parochial school. At first it spoke the Ger- 
man language only, from superintendent's desk to 
librarian’s book-shelf. Its spirit and teaching, as well 
as its language, were out of harmony with the Ameri- 
can Sunday-school world. 

About twenty-five years ago, when its members were 
gradually drifting to ‘‘American’’ schools, a few 
classes were allowed to whisper in English. Within 
the last ten years only did it come to be exclusively 
English, and only in the last five years has it become 
organized and graded along modern Sunday-school 
lines and methods, It now has all the departments 
from Cradle Roll to Home Department—in the latter 
of which still circulate about a dozen quarterlies in 
the language of the Fatherland. 

Although a few of the older folks are not in harmo- 
nious touch with it, the school has enrolled over three 
hundred members in all its departments, or two 
hundred and sixty exclusive of its Cradle Roll and 
Home Department. When the weather is cool, the 
average attendance is good. It is summer that jeop- 
ardizes its life. The heat in the Illinois River Valley 
is intense during the summer months. Last sum- 
mer it ranged from go to 108 degrees Fahrenheit in 
the shade, continuously for eleven weeks. This forced 
the school into a morning session. Both causes helped 
to decrease its attendance. The vacation period of 
many of its members, teachers, and ofiicers depleted 
it still more. When the pastor prepared to go on a 
month's eastern trip, one of the officers brought up 
the question of taking a summer's vacation for the 
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entire school, which, however, by persuasion and 
argument, was decided in the negative. 

When the pastor returned near the end of July, he 
found the school at lowest ebb. With the depleted 
ranks the enthusiasm had vanished, It smote him 
painfully every Sunday. He could not forget it dur- 
ing the week following. He spoke to others about it. 
It drove him to his knees. When after a few weeks 
most of the vacationists had returned, he announced 
a special meeting for prayer and conference for a mid- 
week night. That same afternoon he took the pre- 
caution of reminding every teacher and officer of the 
meeting, and urged all to be present, About three- 
fourths of the working force was out. 

At this meeting the deplorable situation was thor- 
oughly discussed, It resulted in the appointing of a 
Rally Day for September 7, and the laying of plans 
for its observance. It was decided to have all depart- 
ments present on this day. Every class was urged to 
bring out its delinquents, The room was to be ap- 
propriately decorated, A special program was to be pre- 
pared, The Cradle Roll department was to have a new 
roll constructed and presented with a suitable exercise 
at this time, on which were to appear, on separate 
little cradles beside the names, the photos of all mem- 
bers enrolled—twenty-five in all—during the past two 
years (the time at which the last framed roll was pre- 
sented), Each department of the school was to take 
some separate place on the program ; and the whole 
school was asked to make this day's offering a special 
one for missions. 

Two-and-a-half weeks intervened, but they were not 
idle weeks for many. The Cradle Roll superintendent 
and her assistants got busy on their charming task. 
The Home Department superintendent personally in- 
vited all her members, The choir leader gave atten- 
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tion to special music. A few popular speakers were 
engaged for brief addresses. A personal ‘‘telegram,"’ 
with pastoral footnotes and an enclosed offering en- 
velope, was prepared to be sent to each member of 
the school a few days before Rally Day. This was 
the contribution to the school by one of the teachers 
who is a printer, on the condition that some one saw 
to their delivery. The pastor accepted, and organ- 
ized a band of messenger boys and girls, whose work 
he recognized with a lawn feast of watermelons, ice- 
cream, and cake, It worked admirably. 

The Sunday came, The church was beautifully 
decorated with cereals, fruits, and flowers. Due notice 
of all these doings and the program had been written 
up for the daily papers, But the excessive heat had 
not subsided, The sun still blistered. Its rays seemed 
like fiery javelins. The thermometer stood at 99 in 
the shade at two P.M., when the school was called to 
order. This kept many from the services, especially 
members of the Infant, Mothers’, and Home Depart- 
ments, Nevertheless the Rally proved a decided suc- 
cess. Not counting the members of those departments, 
the regular classes of the school reported present that 
day two hundred and thirty-two, The program was 
carried out as prepared, When the offerings were 
counted they amounted to $118.32. The service was 
inspiring throughout, and gave birth to new interest. 
Better attendance and marked enthusiasm has char- 
acterized every session since, 

The praise belongs to God. The answered prayer 
stimulated effort, guided every undertaking with his 
Spirit, and crowned it with success, Thus, by the 
co-work of God and man, was a dead, scattered, heat- 
frizzled, indifference-frazzled school awakened into 
new life. 

BEARDsTOWN, ILL, 
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Promotions a Rally Day Feature 


Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin’s ‘‘ Graded Forum ”’ suggests how to give the 
L younger pupils something to look for eagerly on Rally Day J 
N Z 
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Getting a “Primary” Out of the Ruts 


HE first Promotion Day after the introduction of 
the Graded Lesson System in our Primary De- 
partment came at last. Every one of the teachers 

thoroughly disliked the new task of readjusting the 
whole department, fearing that it meant general con- 
fusion ; and because of the change of teachers they 
anticipated some disagreeable experiences with cer- 
tain of the children. After talking the matter over 
carefully with the superintendent, the teachers were 
convinced that the advantages of promotion and the 
yearly change of teachers were too great to be disre- 
garded. ‘The general superintendent of the school 
believed that the loyalty of the scholars would be 
transferred from the teacher to the school by this 
method of changing teachers. We then set about to 
find a practical working scheme to do away, as much 
as possible, with the confusion and conflict that were 
staring us in the face. 

Upon thinking the matter over we came to the con- 
clusion that the children did not consider that the 
promotions meant advancement, as in the public 
schools, and we set about immediately to correct the 
wrong impressicns in their minds. For several Sun- 
days previous to the promotion the superintendent 
spent a few minutes during the announcements talk- 
ing about the coming change. She emphasized par- 
ticularly the idea of reward for work well done during 
the year. She was thus able, first to arouse curiosity 
in the minds of the children as to whether they were 
going to get the reward of promotion, and second, to 
prepare them for Promotion Day. In this way she 
overcame entirely the old idea that the children had 
about the value of promotions in Sunday-school. 

One of the great factors in this process of changing, 
as it were, the public opinion of the Primary Depart- 
ment was the instruction given to the teachers them- 
selves as to how they should treat the matter of pro- 
motion. When a child asked whether he could stay 
with the old teacher, the answer invariably was, 
‘«Surely you would not want to be demoted and stay 
back with me, while the rest of the class go up into 
the next grade."’ This generally worked like a 
charm. 

The great problem, however, was with the children 
that were to be promoted into the Junior Department. 
Here the chasm which we asked them to cross was a 
little bit too wide to bridge over by a mere idea of 


veward, Such a thing must be put on a more tangi- 
ble basis. We therefore conducted a regular gradu- 
ation service, over which the general superintendent 
of the school presided. At a certain place in the pro- 
gram on Rally Day, when the exercises were held in 
the church and in the presence of the entire school, 
all of the children who were to be sent into the Junior 
Department were asked to come forward, The pastor 
of the church presented each one with a diploma, signed 
and sealed, and then he addressed them with a few 
words of encouragement and praise. We found that 
these graduation exercises made a deep impression 
upon the children, and the diplomas were kept among 
their treasured possessions, 

Now then a word or two about the way we did the 
actual re-grading within the department. Needless to 
say, the thing was carefully planned out beforehand. 
In the case of an unruly set of boys the crowd was 
judiciously divided, The few misfits, as we might 
call them for want of a better name, were weeded out 
and put in their proper classes. When the day came 
the department superintendent asked the children to 
stand around the walls of the room, Any readjust- 
ments of the position of the various teachers were 
then made, Then, class by class, the superintendent 
called the roll and asked the children to take their 
new seats, In half an hour the work was finished. 

Of course we could use no organized method in 
dealing with the children coming from the Beginners 
Department. They, too, had their farewell exercises, 
which made things easier. 

One of the rules that we invariably follow is 
never to make an exception of the child who strenu- 
ously objects to the change. Such an exception 
breaks down the discipline of the department, and ex- 
perience has shown us that it is an unwise thing to do. 

Another rule that we follow to advantage is to have 
the teachers teach the same grade year after year, 
thereby becoming expert in dealing with the children 
of that certain age, and expert in teaching the same 
lessons to the different groups of children as they 
come under their care. 

On Promotion Day the teachers and the superin- 
tendent must determine to be masters of the situation 
and keep the department under perfect control, as 
they do in the public schools, for the children gener- 
ally have a real respect for authority and a surprising 
way of taking advantage of weakness in any system of 
this kind.—milie F. Kearney, Philadelphia. 


AUGUST 22, 1914 


A Beginners’ Promotion Service 


The following service was used as a Children’s Day 
service, but is appropriate for Rally Day or Promotion 
Day.—Ebiror. 


N ORIGINAL exercise called Creation was a part 

of the Children’s Day program in Lawrenceville, 

Pa., Presbyterian Sunday-school, arranged from 

the Graded Lessons and given by second-year Begin- 

ners, It was strictly biblical, well adapted, and easily 

learned, as they had studied the subject and under- 

stood what they were saying. Each child held in his 

hand a symbol illustrating his verse. These were 

made from cardboard, colored papers, tin-foil, and 

gold gummed stars, also objects of nature. It was as 
follows : 


All recited: **In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth,’’ 

First Child, with flowers: **Thou hast made sum- 
mer, 

Second Child, with silver crescent: **He appointeth 
the moon for seasons,’’ 

Third Child, with card 8x 10 inches, yellow sun on blue, 
and reverse black with stars and moon: ‘The day is thine, 
the night is also thine.’’ 

Fourth Child, blue disc with stars: **He telleth the 
number of stars ; he calleth them all by name,”’ 

Fifth Child, waving green branch: ‘* He causeth his 
wind to blow.”’ 

Sixth Child, card 8x10 inches, dark blue sea with 
black cloud against light blue sky : ‘* There ariseth a little 
cloud out of the sea.”’ 

Seventh Child, with raincoat and toy sprinkler: ‘‘ He 
causeth to come down for you the rain,”’ 

Eighth Child, card, yellow sun, rising over a green 
hill: **1Le maketh his sun to rise.’’ 

Ninth Child, with card cut arched, colored like rain- 
bow : ‘* And the bow shall be in the cloud.’’ 

Tenth Child, with tall grasses: ‘* He causeth the grass 
to grow for the cattle.’ 

Eleventh Child, berry basket with wire handles covered 
with green, filled with oranges and bananas: ‘‘ He giveth 
meat in abundance,’”’ 

Altogether, with bowed head over folded hands ; 

‘** Father, we thank thee for the night, 
And for the pleasant morning light ; 
For rest and food and loving care, 
And all that makes the day so fair."* 


—Leda W. Chace, Lawrenceville, Pa. 
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Making Use of the Wiggle 


T was an intensely sultry Sunday, with a soaring 
temperature. The little first-comers in the pri- 
mary room wriggled and sighed even before it 

was time for Sunday-school to begin. 

To make matters worse, some of the older boys 
happened to come through the church auditorium, 
and, spying some fancy pasteboard fans put in the 
pews by an enterprising merchant, they brought a 
handful into the room. Something must be done 
with both fans and wiggle. 

‘*Boys, are there more fans in the church ?’’ asked 
the superintendent quietly. 

‘«Lots of them !’’ 

‘‘Then go back and bring me all you can carry,”’ 
she commanded, to the amazement of the teachers. 

In a few minutes a load of the pretty pasteboards 
was dumped triumphantly upon her table. She had 
them distributed, one to each child in the room, and 
then stationed the most wigglesome boys at the door 
to hand one to each late comer. 

The first bell was tapped ‘* to get the feet ready,’’ as 
usual, then the leader said: 

‘*When you rise, lay your fan on the chair behind 
you so that your hands.can help in the opening words.”’ 

Obediently, every tot put down the fan, and the 
concert service of Scripture and prayer was recited. 

‘*Remain standing! Pick up your fan, hold it 
high—like this—and let it keep time in our ‘ Praise 
Him’ song.’’ 

It was a pretty sight. And it was so new and thrill- 
ing to them that when the pastor came in unexpect- 
edly they begged to ‘‘fan the song’’ for him. By 
this time the small arms and bodies were tired 
enough to sit still for the lesson, and the leader said : 

‘*Now, while the teachers tell you the beautiful 
Bible story we have for to-day, you may fan very 
softly,—as ladies and gentlemen do.,”’ 

After the lesson one boy in each grade was asked 
to gather up the fans in his class and place them on 
the mantel, ‘‘so they would be ready to help again 
next Sunday.”’ 

To the teachers, in their meeting following the dis- 
missal, the superintendent said, ‘‘ We will use the fans 
every hot Sunday,—until they begin to make trouble 
at least, —for they used up a lot of the wiggle for us 
to-day.’’—Lee McCrae, Birmingham, Ala. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 6 (Mark 12 : 28-44) 
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The Little Lad and the Lord’s Supper 


When I faced a barren Communion service in China o oe ° ° 
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By Charles Ernest Scott 
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HE pleasantest part of the day's work was yet 
before me. About dark I reached the village 
where I was to conduct a communion service, 

and after an unsatisfying Session meeting with the two 
elders and several candidates, all was ready to begin. 
When we entered the church—the typical, primitive 
*‘church in the house’’—it was packed. The audi- 
ence had been waiting patiently more than hour for our 
arrival, spending the time in singing and exhorting 
one another. After the service many of them would 
have to walk several miles in the dark. More per- 
sons would have been present had it not been for the 
fact that one or more from every household has to stay 
at home when the others leave, and act as kan men 
“i (gate-keepers), guarding the family yard and 
property against thieves. All arose and bowed and 
indulged themselvés in hearty greeting, and then the 
service began. 

Until one faces such a service, set down in the 
midst of raw heathenism, he may be surprised to see 
how much of a part adventitious aids have played in 
his conception of what are necessary conditions and 
surroundings in order that he may decently and in 
order participate in a celebration of the Holy Supper, 
—soft cushions, a comfortable temperature, carpeted 
floors, noiselessly moving ministrants, a holy hush, ex- 
quisitely beautiful music artistically rendered. In 
the catacombs outside of Rome, where for very joy 
the early Christians daily partook of the Feast, the 
visitor to-day fails to find any suggestion of fitting 
esthetic accompaniments,—paid choir, pipe organ, 
orchestra, clustered Gothic columns, rose windows, 
private pews. 


Pathetic Preparations for the Eucharist 

Conditions here would doubtless have shocked the 
‘«proper’’ home communicant.. In front of the pas- 
tor stood a rickety old table grimed with filth. No 
spotless linen of sacred home memories covered it, — 
nothing covered it. What preparation had been 
made had been the work of the elders; for, while the 
pastor helps with suggestions, the responsibility is 
theirs, and the only way to learn perfection is through 
imperfect attempts to gain facility and a sense of 
fitness. 

On the table, covered by a dirty towel, was a for- 
eign beer bottle containing native wine, plates with 
whole Chinese biscuits upon them, and several dirty 
and cracked bowls. The minister groaned inside, but 
it is ticklish business to wound the sensibilities of 
ignorant, untrained leaders with whom one works, and 
who are doing the best they know how. Here was 
not the time or place to remove the bottle or to rebuke 
the elders. So with a prayer for grace the minister 
began his sermon. In the midst of it some naked 
boys, standing just in front of the communion-table, 
called the preacher's attention to a big-lettered poster 
in English and Chinese which hung across the paper- 
panes of the window-sash,—‘‘ Pabst Beer is Always 
Pure !'’ Extraordinary accompaniments of a commu- 
nion service! 

Incidentally, I might add that the enterprising 
American cigarette and beer firms have by their ad- 
vance-agents penetrated to the far confines of the 
Republic, and ‘‘posted’’ many of the supposedly 
inaccessible nooks of the outlying sections. But our 
American Protestant Church, that spends over three 
millions a month with Tiffany alone merely for im- 
ported diamonds, is too poor to take outposts of China 
for Christ. 

Another episode broke in upon the sermon when a 
patriarch in years andin the faith, who had comea long 
way and walked laboriously, but who wanted to be 
there to meet the Lord, tottered in, All—boys and 
girls, men and women—arose to receive him, and the 
preacher stopped preaching till he had seated the old 
man directly in front of him, He was an interesting 
study,—bronzed, wrinkled, and bent, his face placid 
and benignant. Very proud he was of the scraggly 
sprouts of white whiskers on his chin. These he 
stroked affectionately while he listened with half-shut 
eyes, and leaned heavily on his staff. Had Tissot 
been there, this figure might have served him for a 
study of worn-out Jacob when he passed through those 
long lines of gigantic, grotesque, carven, ram-headed 
figures at Thebes (modern Karnak), on his way, in 





It is not all vileness and desolation that “ lifting 
the lid ’’ in China reveals, for our Lord lives in 
China also; and where he lives there is light. The 
following incident, which can be read independently 
of any preceding article, concludes the startling 
experiences of a single day in ‘‘ Rubbing Elbows 
with Real Chinese,’’ given in the Times of August 
8. Mr. Scott will continue to give readers these 
extraordinary glimpses of the needs of China and 
of the Love that longs to meet those needs. 





the prestige of Joseph's name, to a gorgeous court to 
meet the most magnificent of ancient monarchs, ‘The 
“old man might have sat for another representation of 
the dying Israel gazing upon his stalwart sons and 
their progeny when about to utter the prophecies of 
their tribal destinies. 

In the home-land I had never celebrated the Lord's 
Supper at eventide ; but many a time here, by a flick- 
ering candle or a dingy bean-oil wick, have I met with 
God's people around his table. And it has helped me 
to a sense of nearness to the Lord and to a reality of 
experience with him to recall that on that night wherein 
he was betrayed, as he celebrated that last Passover 
awefully changed into the first Eucharist, possibly he 
also, by some such faint light, looked upon the shad- 
owy faces of his friends, that humble group gathered 
around the table; and, with no external aids to 
worship or to bolster up the solemnity of the occasion, 
he also with them drew near to the throne of the ever- 
living, ever-adorable God, pure Spirit, to find strength 
in time of need, and to pledge anew deathless fealty 
to Him with whom we have to do. 

Under these crude surroundings here,—often in a 
half donkey stable, a store-room or what looks like a 
junk shop,—one gets down to reality. And I am al- 
ways amazed, much though we teach that God is no 
respecter of persons, to realize that, despite the 
sweat and the dirt and the smell, despite the simpli- 
city of humble folk and the half-darkness of soul out 
of which they are struggling, —despite every drawback 
and hindrance,—the Holy Spirit is there in the midst, 
again and again, and in power to convict and to ener- 
gize, as on that night. 

I have always felt a profound sympathy with Martin 
Luther, who trembled, sometimes well-nigh fainted, as 
he led in the celebration of the Eucharist. The respon- 
sibility is as fearful as blessed. That night I felt it 
more than usual. Hard hearts were there, baptized 
but unprepared for blessing. I could feel it as I 
preached. Those who had presented themselves for 
examination were ignorant of the step they pro- 
fessed to take. And I was heavy of heart, not only at 
inability to receive them, but at their utter failure to 
sense their privilege ; and because there were no other 
candidates, as expected, from this group. 


As the Boy Listened 

The little room in which we were meeting, like 
many a school-house-church-and-family-residence one 
in which we irequently meet, had a half partition 
across it in the rear which made the end of the Zang ; 
and on this, farthest away from the minister and 
where they naturally were least able to hear, though 
needing the teaching more, sat the women and girls. 
The service from their end had been much distracted 
by the crying and moving of children. Through the 
dim light the air was murky with dust that arose from 
the dirt floor and sifted from the cobwebs, heavy with 
the accumulations of years, that depended from the 
corn-stalk ceiling. 

Just preceding the distribution of the elements I 
noticed particularly among the group of school boys 
seated in front a little fellow with a face like a cherub. 
It should have commanded my attention earlier, as it 
was both unusually clean and attractive. Though only 
six years old, he listened intently, occasionally looking 
wistfully at the elements on the table. AsI dwelt 
upon the love and pity of Christ, the boy's face filled 
with distress, and soon he left the room in tears. One 
elder followed him outside to learn what was the trouble. 

* He answered : ‘«I love Jesus, and want to be baptized 
and join the church !"" 


Thinking this a mere childish whim, the elder ques- 
tioned and prayed with him, and counseled him to 
keep on learning the Doctrine so that he might enter 
the church when older. Then the lad returned to his 
backless stool, to sit there not many more minutes lis- 
tening before he began to weep, this time more in- 
tensely. The elder took him outside, talked and 
prayed with him a second time, and comforted his 
heart by promising that he would at once teli the 
Session. 

When I had finished speaking the elder arose, and 
with trembling lips told the audience how smitten* he 
had felt that no adult was willing to confess Christ, and 
none even of the schoolboys; and that this lad, a 
Chinese Samuel, had arisen—a rebuke to himself and 
to them all—steadfast in his conviction to confess 
Jesus before all. What should be done? His con- 
science troubled him till he had spoken out this mat- 
ter. Could the lad so young be received into the 
church at once? Was there reason for it? Certainly 
this was not according to custom ! 

After a solemn silence the other elder, a big, digni- 
fied man, a mission-school teacher of many years’ ex- 
perience, arose. He was one of the few Christian 
leaders who, on a black day, denied his Lord and re- 
canted under Boxer torture. Now, in a husky voice 
he said : ‘* Let the Session here and now examine this 
little one !'' Then, by way of proof, he turned to pas- 
sages in tle New Testament, and read them slowly 
and distinctly, that all might hear and understand, 


Should He Be Received? 

As the lad was put on a stool in front of all the peo- 
ple, a hush fell upon the room—..nd remained. Fear- 
lessly he stood there, eager for the examination, his 
big black eyes lustrous with love to Jesus. His mother 
was a school-teacher, young and pretty and neatly 
dressed, who had been deserted by her bright and 
educated husband for becoming a Christian. It 
seemed natural for the mother, quietly and unbid- 
den, to come from the rear and stand with her arm 
about him, a mist of joy in her eyes. Then his 
older sister, a baptized communicant, also came and 
stood on his other side. 

Looking at that child, my thoughts instantly and 
spontaneously flashed to a friend in Christ, Horace 
Tracy Pitkin of Yale, who died a martyr in the flames 
that such a little one as this might be in the Father's 
bosom ; and to his baby son, Horace Jr., a child of 
the covenant, inheriting much, though few things 
more precious than the legacy of dedication so to 
spend his life that such as this little one might have 
life abundantly. The father’s earthly life had gone 
out at Paotingfu, through the fierce hate of the Boxers, 
for the Name—a hate as cruel as ignorant ; but before 
he ascended to glory he had penned these words that 
thrilled the Christian world : ‘Tell little Horace that 
when he is twenty-five years old I expect him to come 
to take his father’s place."’ And not many months 
before, we had received a letter from the widowed 
mother, saying that little Horace had partaken of his 
first communion, that when he came before the Ses- 
sion wise and cautious men had hesitated to receive 
him to the table ; but so clearly and satisfactorily had 
he answered all questions that there remained no 
doubt in the mind of any as to his preparedness. 

Likewise this examination was a surprise. It re- 
vealed the fact that the boy had long known how to 
pray ; that morning and evening he prayed God to 
help him to become a minister ; that his mother had 
taught him to sing many hymns and memorize many 
Bible verses, and that he did both well. Like Han- 
nah, she had given him from his birth to the Lord, 
and like Hannah had taught her boy to feel in his 
young soul, ‘‘Here am I.’’ With keen zest he gave 
his childish witness, clear and unaffected, excellent 
and reasonable, I have had some joyous experiences 
as a pastor in the home-land, training and receiving 
children into the church, but never had I seen any- 
thing so unstudied and artless, and so profound in 
impression, What joy the Lord must have felt at 
such simply, transparently sincere testimony as was 
given that night ! 

But it did not end there. Seven large schoolbovs 
arose and confessed Christ, and were examined ; also 
the wife of the boys’ teacher ; also four big girls in 
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the girls’ school. They were out of heathen homes, 
but made a good witness, and knew what they were 
doing and what it involved of persecution. The 
Holy Spirit manifestly worked. Then a man got up 
whom I had hoped would meet with the Session 
earlier in the evening. He was illiterate but influen- 
tial, More than a year before I had taught him the 
Lord's Prayer. He was repentant and desirous to 
learn, but in his ignorance had lacked courage. He 
feared his family. Having money, they could make 
it especially hard for him. However, he clung tena- 
ciously to the Model Prayer, daily repeating it. 
‘*And,’’ he added with the ingenuousness of a 
child, ‘at its close 1 always ‘ka tou’ to Jesus!" 
And so saying, he then and there repeated the prayer, 
—reverently and with deep emotion,—and then got 
down on the dirt floor and knocked his head three 
times in the dust to God. I helped him up, gently 
protesting, but he quickly replied: ‘‘I have always 
honored the idols thus. Should I do less for the true 
God?'’ He laid what he knew of life’s glory in the 
dust for Christ's sake. With tears streaming down 
his face he pledged himself before the audience : ‘I 
confess my sins. I trust Jesus to save me and keep 
me. I have beenacoward. I now resolve to endure 
all evil consequences of taking Him into my life !"’ 
Such a sight is strange and awe-compelling, —to see 
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the scales lift from the sight of a blinded soul, and see 
that soul spring eagerly out of the heathen blackness 
in which he groped into the splendor of light that is 
in the face of Jesus Christ, Lord of glory. 

All these were that night received by the Session. 
It was a blessed communion. So grateful to God 
were some of the women for what they experienced 
that night, that after the celebration of the Supper 
they did what we had long been powerless to persuade 
them, unwilling, to do. They had no money, so they 
brought their most prized earthly possessions : ear- 
rings, bracelets, rings, —big, cheap, and for the most 
part crude and ugly gewgaws, of little intgnsic value, 
but the best they had,—and laid them 6n the altar 
toward the salary of a Bible woman, fearfully needed 
in their midst. This so stirred the men that they 
subscribed the balance needed. 

The people had not wanted special services nor 
a revival, Now they wanted both ; and this Spirit- 
refreshing opened the way for a series of tent meet- 
ings, resulting in a blessing to church and heathen. 
And the end is not yet. Again has God vindicated 
himself, in ways beyond our fathoming. Truly our 
God worketh wonders, using the small things of the 
world, the despised, even a young Chinese boy, to 
break hardened heathen hearts and to kindle with 
holy enthusiasm the hearts of Christians grown cold, 





The Sunday-School 





Three contributions of Christian wisdom, refinement, and tact, in a much-discussed and difficult field of 
cee teaching, are here given in Frank L. Brown’s department on The Home and the Sunday-school 
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and Sex Instruction 
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The Mother-in-Love of Girls 


HERE is to-day, perhaps, no greater privilege than 
that offered to the mother-in-love who, as a teacher 
or older friend of the girl who so needs her, fills 

this position, As a mother-in-love she does not substi- 
tute in the real mother's place, but acts as a mother’s 
aid, unless somewhere the real mother in the .young 


life of her daughter has lost her own rare privilege of 


confidence. 

‘To the mother-in-love comes not only privilege, but 
sacred duty and ofttimes a heavy sacrifice of time and 
strength, lightened only through love and prayer. 
This mother's aid must wait patiently for results, must 
be trustworthy and always ready to listen to the confi- 
dence given by the young girl, who needs to draw forth 
from her delicate wisdom and guidance. 

There comes before me as I write a girl of only four- 
teen summers who seemed to have no special tender- 
ness of heart, nor responsive point of contact. After 
vain attempts her Sunday-school teacher was con- 
sulted, and she, alas, had much of girlhood to learn, 
In reply to questionings concerning the girl the teacher 
replied that she had given up bothering with her, as all 
attempts to win her were in vain. Later it was learned 
that the teacher had failed unknowingly at the signal 
point in the young girl's life, when she needed the 
largest mothering. 

Five years’ test of patience and loving was needed 
to understand this girl, and then it was learned thata 
great wrong had come to her at that early age. The 
wrong could not be righted, but with love and counsel 
her name was publicly saved and the church saved 
from scandal, the young girl kept in the church and 
school, and to-day safely protected. Does it pay? 

A trusting girl with Christian aspirations, but easily 
influenced, was tempted in her office life by one who 
knew well his prey, and yet enough ofa bungler to 
force through fright the girl into confidence with her 
woman friend, thus saving in its purity her young life. 
Many previous hours of quiet talk led to this confi- 
dence, and four most important hours of the week were 
needed at its climax, but in the heart of the mother-in- 
love, it was recorded time well spent. 

The same power that produces light often results in 
darkness and death. The same plan which the wolf 
uses in disguise can be used by the mother-in-love. 
Young girls are led and influenced by compliments 
given on dress, hair, eyes, etc. Why should not the 
teacher or friend give to the young girl the thing she 
by nature seeks—kind praise, true compliment and 
tender words, and thus win her, for she must be love- 
won—otherwise there is failure. One devoted teacher, 
parents consenting, placed a delicately written volume 
in the hands of her girls, and won grateful thanks from 
seven motiiers. Thus developed by the mother-in- 

ve, a harvest of soul and body helpfulness has been 
garnered in His Name.—Grace #/. Palmer, Brook- 
“vu, N. i A 


How One School Solved It 


HE problem of sex instruction is not easily solved. 
Many conscientious Sunday-school officers are 
uncertain as to how far the Sunday-school should 

carry such instruction, and what methods should be 
used, Such officers may find some helpful sugges- 
tions in the experiences of the Mt. Zion Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school of Darby, Pa. 

We felt that the question of sexology was too im- 
portant, the issues at stake too vital, and the danger 
of doing harm too great, to permit of any experiments. 
We would take no chances ; we must be sure. So 
we made a careful study of the question, sent repre- 
sentatives to conferences on this and other related 
subjects, and consulted with specialists on child-life. 

As the result of this investigation we formulated the 
following governing rules: There is an imperative 
necessity for sex instruction, The ideal method is 
the parent as teacher, with the size of the class limited 
to one; but unfortunately the average parent is not 
qualified to present the subject in the most effective 
manner. Little mention should be made of sexual 
diseases, as neither children nor adults can be fright- 
ened into a life of purity. The teacher should aim to 
awaken in the child a respect for his body, a rever- 
ence for the God who created it, and a desire to make 
that body strong and healthy. The instruction should 
differ from all other teaching, in that it should satisfy 
curiosity only and never awaken it. The religion of 
Jesus Christ is the greatest force in the world to keep 
a child or an adult pure. 

With these rules before us, we arranged a series of 
six lectures. The first two, one for adult men and the 
other for adult women, were on the causes, prevalence, 
and dangers of sexual diseases. These were planned to 
arouse the parents to the dangers threatening their 
children, and to show them the need of home instruc- 
tion. Thethird lecture, for fathers, and the fourth, for 
mothers, were on how to tell the child the secret of 
life. The fitth lecture, for boys over fourteen, and the 
sixth, for girls of the same age, emphasized the need of 
a clean mind in a strong body. 

In selecting our speakers we sought only Christian 
physicians,—women for the women and girls, and 
men, of course, for the men and boys. We were not 
satisfied with nominal Christians, who had their names 
on some church register, but we insisted that they be 
earnest, consistent followers of Christ. The question 
we asked them was: Do you believe that the blood of 
Christ can cleanse from sin, that his power can keep 
from sinning; and do you believe this firmly enough 
to say it? As a result our meetings took a semi- 
religious form that added much to the subject. At the 
close of one address the presiding minister felt that he 
should give an invitation for any one to accept Christ 
as a personal Saviour from sin and uncleanness. 

We found that the average practitioner could not 
present the subject as we desired. ‘Fhe practicing 
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physician sees so much of the diseases esulting from 
an impure life that he is apt to dwell on that phase of 
the subject. 

Before our lectures were announced, three other 
schools of the neighborhood requested the privilege . 
of joining with us. We gladly accepted this oppor- 
tunity to make the meetings neighborhood affairs, and 
invited the several pastors and their wives to preside. 
The question of denomination was not considered in 
selecting our speakers, and when the list was complete 
we found we had Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, 
and Episcopalians. The meetings which had been 
intended at first for our own scholars and their parents 
became union services in which the entire community 
took an interest. The free use of a public hall was 
offered should the attendance outgrow the capacity of 
our church; but we thought it better to keep the 
meetings in the church, even though somewhat 
crowded. The attendance at the meetings for women 
and girls taxed our seating capacity, but the number 
of men who attended was not so large. 

Commendatory messages poured in upon us from 
the parents, especially from mothers. Local doctors 
praised our efforts. There was some danger that un- 
stinted praises and numerous suggestions would lead 
us into doing something harmful. Mothers asked for 
meetings for younger children, but we refused, as no 
speaker could address such a meeting without sug- 
gesting something that some of those present had not 
thought of, and we deemed it better to obey our rule 
not to arouse curiosity. We left the task of instruct- 
ing children under fourteen to the parents. There 
were some who wanted us to hold meetings in the 
factories during the noon-hour, but we feared the 
danger of making the subject one of general discus- 
sion among the boys and girls. 

We were prepared for some criticism. What sur- 
prised us was the very few who did criticize, yet the 
intense bitterness of their comments. Men who re- 
fused to attend the meetings told me with much pro- 
fanity and vulgarity that I was increasing the immoral- 
ity of the community. We had just closed a big 
no-license fight. Does it surprise you to know that 
those who were the most bitter in their opposition to 
the meetings were the ones who had supported the 
saloon most loyally in that fight >—Harry E. Bartow, 
Darby, Pa. 
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The Sunday-School Purity Program 


By E. K. Mohr 


Superintendent Purity Department of the International 
Sunday Schoo! Association 


F PURITY is largely and essentially a moral prob- 
lem, the Sunday School Association, injecting 
into it the tremendous forces of childhood and 

religious education, marks an epoch in the fight for a 
white life and in the redemption of the race. Next 
to the home there is no institution which comes into 
such a close, sympathetic heart-touch with the indi- 
vidual as the Sunday-school. Here we have the at- 
mosphere, and are given the attitude which is so 
necessary and conducive to a positive and constructive 
purity message. In the Sunday-school we can focus 
the vision upon Jesus Christ, and interpret our teach- 
ing by a controlled manhood and womanhood, and 
here we can lay the foundations of character in the 
eternal principles of the Word of God. 

Let it be understood that Sunday-school purity work 
is not a venereal clinic, and its purpose is not to drag 
the minds of the young through a sewer; so-called sex- 
teaching is rather incidental, It is not to be a nega- 
tive appeal, which is often nothing more than senti- 
ment, suggestive and demoralizing. Purity in the Sun- 
day-school is what it is everywhere else,—that which 
is clean, pure, wholesome, and unadulterated. The ap- 
peal is to be positive, active, aggressive, dynamic. 

The way to overcome a vice is to cultivate its oppo- 
site virtue. ‘* Overcome evil with good,’’ The way 
to cease to do evil is to learn to do well. Ifwe teach 
that purity is as manly as truth and courage, that the 
clean life is the longest and strongest, the happiest 
and most successful ; that indulgence is waste and 
suicide, and control means power ; if our teaching and 
living emphasize the beautiful family relationship, 
reverence for truth, the sacredness of life, and all 
high ideals, will not such teaching produce an atti- 
tude which will help to protect the moral life from 
the contamination which abounds ? 

A few spasmodic efforts and a short-time program 
will not bring about a better day. The Sunday- 
school should commend, encourage and bring a 
hearty co-operation to every effort looking to the solu- 
tion of our great problem ; but, believing that the only 
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LESSON I0. 


Golden Text: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.—Luke 10 : 27 





The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


EAL love does not calculate costs nor balance 
rofits. During the siege of Boston, General 
Washington consulted ape upon the pro- 
priety of bombarding the town of Boston. Mr. Han- 
cock, a distinguished merchant, was President of 
Congress. After General Washington’s letter was 
read, a solemn silence ensued. This was broken by 
a member making a motion that the house should 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole, in order 
that Mr. Hancock might give his opinion upon the 
important subject, as he was deeply interested, hav- 
ing all his estate in Boston, which estate was very 
large and valuable. 

After Mr. Hancock had left the chair, he addressed 
the chairman of the committee of the whole in the 
following words: ‘‘It is true, sir; nearly all the 
property I have in the world is in houses and other 
real estate in the town of Boston; but if the expul- 
sion of the British army from it and the liberties of 
the country require their being burned to ashes, issue 
the order for that purpose immediately.” 

‘That is the spirit that makes men worthy the name 
of ‘‘ patriot,” a spirit as foreign to the pension-hunt- 
ing, job-grabbing politician and office-seeker as 
angels are different from demons. This is the kind 
of love that Jesus says God wants from men, and 
God has it from many of them, for men and women 
can love God and their neighbors like that, and 
often do. 


The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 


A great virtue is taught by example rather than 
argumentation. The great single purpose of this 
lesson is to enable the pupil to catch the grandeur of 
the life of real love. We are molded by the things 
we admire,-so if the teacher is skilful enough to 
bring good illustrations and examples of selfless de- 
votion to bear on this lesson, he is likely to get the 
best results. 

Jesus is himself the perfect example of an abso- 
lutely complete and faultless love. Some of us are 
inclined to emphasize the love for God at the expense 
of the love for man, and probably more of us are 
tempted to over-emphasize the Second Command- 
ment. Let us try to balance them, as Dr. Thomas 
(Tuesday study) suggests. None of the lesson- 
writers give much space to verses 38-40. . Possibly 
the teacher will do well to follow their example. 
‘There is not much to be gained by abusing dead men. 
The lesson of the widow’s generosity is a royal oppor- 
tunity to encourage the spirit of giving. 


The Class in Session 


We are still studying the experiences of Jesus*at 
the week of the last passover and on the ‘Tuesday of 
that week. Twice they have questioned him with 
malicious intent (Mr. Gordon, sections 1, 2), and now 
a third question is put to him, apparently by a man 
whose disposition is somewhat better than the others 
(Dr. Riddle, v. 28). Just as the Athenians loved to 
hear ‘‘some new thing,” so the Jews loved to ask and 
to debate catch-questions (Dr. Mackie, paragraph 1). 
Mr. Gordon points out (section 3) that there is a big 
difference between questions of criticism and infor- 
mation. The question propounded by this man was 
a stock religious question, just as some modern peo- 
ple like to ask if the heathen who never heard the 
ty are saved (Dr. Riddle, v. 28, and Dr. Thomas, 

onday study). i 

Jesus’ answer to this query is wonderfully search- 
ing and completely satisfying (Mr. Gordon, sec- 
tion 4). He quotes from the Old Testament (Dr. 
Riddle, vs. 29, 30). Aside from the meaning of Jesus’ 
answer efor that moment of Tuesday of Passion 
Week, his answer is momentous for all seekers after 
truth. It carries with it the affirmation of mono- 
theism (Dr. Mackie, 2), and of the person of God 
and our relation to him as persons. The man had 
asked only for the First Commandment, but Jesus 
went beyond, as he so often did, and gave a full 
answer to a mistaken query. There is a second 
commandment, inferior only to the first (Dr. Riddle, 


v. 31). Dr. Thomas gives us a hint as to the mean- 
ing of ‘*love with all thy heart,” etc. (Wednesday 
study), which is quite in keeping with Dr. Riddle’s 


warning that the terms used—heart, soul, mind, 
strength—are not susceptible to distinction in terms 
of modern psychology (v. 30). 

The man who asked the question responds well to 
Jesus’ satisfying answer, showing his open-hearfed- 
ness (Dr. Riddle, v. 34, and Wednesday study). We 
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Mark 12 : 28-44. Commit verses 29-31 


Read Matthew 22 : 23-46 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for rrr in the lesson helps is 
Mark 12 ; 28-34, 41-44.] 


28 And one of the scribes came, and heard them question- 
ing together, and knowing that he had answered them well, 
asked him, What commandment is the first of all? 29 Jesus 
answered, The first is, ! Hear, O Israel ; 2? The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one: 30 and thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
$ with all thy heart, and 3 with all thy soul, and * with all thy 
mind, and *with all thy strength. 31r The second is this, 
# Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. ‘There is none other 
commandment greater than these, 32 And the scribe said 
unto him, Of a truth, ‘Teacher, thou hast well said that he is 
one ; and there is none other but he : 33 and to love him with 
all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 
strength, and to love his neighbor as himself, is much more 
than all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices. 34 And when 
Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, ‘Thou 
art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that 
durst ask him any question. 

41 And he sat down over against the treasury, and beheld 
how the multitude cast 5 money into the treasury : and many 
that were rich cast in much, 42 And there came ®a poor 
widow, and she cast in two mites, which make a farthing. 43 
And he called unto him his disciples, and said unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, This poor widow cast in more than all 
they that are casting into the treasury : 44 for they all did cast 
in of their superfluity ; but she of her want did cast in all that 
she had, evex all her living. 


1 Dt. vi. 4 ff. 2 Or, The Lord is our God; the Lord is one *Gr, 
Jrom,. 4 Lev. xix. 18. ©Gr. brass. © Gr. one. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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-Your Lesson Questions Answered 


The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
er of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 
Verse 28.—Who were the scribes? Who had been 
*¢ questioning together,’’ and what good answers are re- 
ferred to? What did this scribe mean by the “ first’’ 
commandment of all? (Riddle; Thomas, Monday ; 
Mackie, 1.) 


Verse 29.—What is the significance of the prefatory 
statement ‘* The Lord is one’’? (Riddle ; Mackie, 2.) 


Verses 29-31.—Where are these commandments found ? 
(Riddle ; Thomas, Monday.) 


Verse 31.—What is the meaning of the commandment 
to ‘* love thy neighbor as thyself’? ? Why did Jesus men- 
tion the ‘*second’’ commandment? (Riddle; Thomas, 
Tuesday, Wednesday; Mackie, 3 ; Class in Session, 2.) 


Verse 32, Was the scribe saying this to commend Jesus ? 
Had he expected the answer Jesus gave ? (Riddle; Gor- 
don, 8-11.) 


Verse 33.—What is the significance of this reference to 
*¢ whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices’’? (Riddle; Ridg- 


" way, 4.) 


Verse 34.—Just what did Jesus mean when he said, 
**Thou art not far from the kingdom of God’’? Why 
was it that the others did not dare ask Jesus any more 
questions ? (Riddle; Ridgway, 5.) 


Verse 35.—When had the scribes said that Christ was 
‘*the son of David,’’ and what did they mean by this ? 
(Riddle ; Thomas, Thursday.) 


Verse 36.—When had David said this, and what was 
the meaning of Jesus’ statement that David had said it **in 
the Holy Spirit’’? What does David’s statement mean ? 
(Riddle ;-Thomas, Thursday.) , 


Verse 37.—What was the answer to the question Jesus 
asked about David? Who were meant by ‘‘ the common 
people,’’ and why is it said at this point that they heard 
him gladly? (Riddle; Thomas, Thursday; Class in Ses- 
sion, 4.) 


Verses 38-40.—What is the meaning of Jesus’ reference 
here to the scribes ? (Riddle ; Thomas, Friday.) 


Verse 41.— What was ‘‘the treasury’’? What was this 
money used for? (Riddle ; ‘Thomas, Saturday.) 


Verse 43.—What ‘‘disciples’’ were these? (Riddle.) 








must try to see what real love is when directed to 
God, and what true love for our neighbors is. Mr. 
Ridgway’s paragraphs 2-4 bear most practically upon 
this. We must also make strong effort to guard our- 
selves against over-emphasizing love for God or love 
for man to the weakening of either. They cannot be 
separated (Tuesday study). 

stews now takes the place of questioner, and pro- 
pounds a query as to the nature of the Messiah with 
reference to David. His purpose in doing this was 
to make plain that the Messiah was more than he was 
popularly supposed to be (Dr. Riddle, vs. 35-37). Dr. 
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Thomas (Thursday study) suggests that Jesus’ pur- 
pose was twofold: First, to destroy the current view 
of the Messiah; second, to suggest a far higher and 
more exaltedrelationship, His great inspiring words 
gladdened the open-hearted common people. ‘That 
same day Jesus warned against the false morality of 
the officially religious (Friday study, and Dr. Mackie, 
paragraphs 3-5). Later in that day was the incident 
of the poor widow, who has given us an insight into 
the way in which God regards generosity in giving. 
Dr, Thomas says (Saturday study) it is the difference 
between giving ‘‘ out of” and according to. 


A Lesson Summary 


The two commandments so plainly given by our 
Lord lead us quickly to see, if we try conscientiously 
to obey them, that they are hepeteasiy beyond us: we 
cannot obey them. For they are /aw, and there is 
no hope of any man’s keeping the law. But see how 
graciously and patiently God therefore deals with us! 
‘*What the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God, sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemned sin in 
the flesh; that the requirement [ordinance] of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.” As we yield up our 
hopeless and worthless lives to Christ and trust him, 
he, making himself our very Life, pours out from us 
that love for our Father and for our neighbor which 
actually fulfils in us the requirement of the law, The 
impossible is done in us by Christ. The breadth and 
length and height and depth, yes, the love of Christ 
which passeth knowledge is brought to pass in us. 
Christ our Life is sufficient for these things. Let us, 
of our want, cast into his keeping all that we have, 
even all our living, that he may make us clear chan- 
nels of his unstinted love to our fellow-men. 


Questions for Class Use 


1. What leads us to think that this man was somewhat 
of an admirer of Jesus ? 


2. Why was he not actually **in’’ the kingdom of God ? 


3- Can you show why the two commandments cannot be 
separated ? 


4. Why did no one then dare ask Jesus questions ? 

5. Why did Jesus ask that question about the Messiah 
being David’s son? 

6. What is the danger in titles and salutations ? 

7. What sort of giving does Jesus approve ? 
Other Teaching Points 


We may recognize that Christ is good and that his teach- 
ing is good, and yet we may not be obedient to him nor 
accept his words as truth. Many are called, but few 


choose, 

Thank God for the ever-growing knowledge of what love 
for others means in the reforming of our ways of making 
money: Decent mill-buildings, right wages, and a fair 


show for the children, We have a long way yet to go be- 
fore we come to really believe that persons are worth more 
than property. 

We are so easily unbalanced with a great idea. Whata 
pity that the Puritan is indifferent to humanity ; what a pity 
that so many ‘‘brotherly’’ men are indifferent to God. 
We cannot have one love ‘right’? till we have both, 

I want to love God and I want to love my neighbor, but 
my heart is mean and selfish, How can I be like Christ ? 
Who shall deliver me? I thank God that Christ himself 
will deliver me and give me that new heart. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Matt. 25 : 1-13.) 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 

interest in the coming lesson. ‘he suggestions and ques- 

tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigued in advance by the teacher.] 

Jesus taught a great deal about the future, and 
while he did vot satisfy all our curiosity about it, he 
did say some very plain and practical things that we 
cannot very well misunderstand. He used the illus- 
tration of a wedding procession to show how neces- 
sary it is for us all to be wide-awake and prepared 
for every emergency. 


1. How was this parable introduced ? 

2. What difference in character was there between the 
wise and the foolish virgins ? 
. Why could not the oil be loaned ? 
. What does ‘* watch’? mean in every-day moral life ? 
. See it you can discover in the lesson 
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Some extra freight. 

An expensive vacation, 

Some strangers. 

A steady job, 
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The Master-Passion Controls All 
By S. D. Gordon 


UESTIONS and answers are windows to a man’s 
inner spirit. So he lets you look in and know 
what sort of man lives within. There are 

three sorts of questions: those that express criticism 
or doubt, questions of speculative disputation, and 
those seeking for information, 

Zacharias’ question to Gabriel revealed his un- 
believing doubt (Luke 1). Mary’s question in the 
same connection was a natural seeking for informa- 
tion as to method. The three questions asked of 
— about tribute, marriage relation in the future 
ife, and the greatest commandment, were questions 
of speculative discussion, 


In each case the question revealed the inner spirit. 
The old priest was not in the warm, fresh touch of 
heart with God which unquestioningly accepts any- 
thing he says. Mary instantly, thoughtfully, yields 
all for the working out of God’s plan. These cunning 
leaders reveal the bitterness of their opposition to 

esus, 
J The tribute question was asked maliciously ; the 
marriage question was purely speculative, with no 
practical value ; the commandment question was the 
same in the intent of the questioners, though turned 
into a practical one by the answer given. But the 
motive under all was malicious. 

It is striking and characteristic that Jesus lifts each 
question up toa high plane, and makes some prac- 
tical, heart-touching thought stand dominantly out. 
So he reveals himself and the tremendous moral 
earnestness that gripped him so strongly. 


Questions of criticism and doubt should never be 
asked where God's purpose and love are concerned, 
which are above suspicion. Norshould they be asked 
of or about our fellows. They never help and they 
always hurt both questioner and answerer. Ques- 
tions of speculative discussion have a place in school 
work for training purposes under careful regulation. 
They — have a small place as mere — among 
congenial friends, but need chary handling even 
then. ‘There's a bitter tang in them that is poison- 
ous ta the love spirit. 

Questions of information are always in order. 
They indicate an awakened or awakening mind. 
They are never all answered, though enough is al- 
ways known for the day’sduty. It’s good to remem- 
ber that wisdom is more than knowledge, and love 
immensely more than either or both, 


This scribe’s question was a good one, but his mo- 
tive was bad. He didn’t want help to make his life 
better, but was intent on injuring Jesus. It’s pos- 
sible to do do a good thing with a bad motive. And 
that makes the thing the same as the motive. 
The thing that decides conduct is the controlling 
motive. 

Jesus always tried to help, even when under hot 
fire, as here. This man would hurt Jesus. Jesus’ 
one thought is to help the man. His conduct is a 
fine bit of acted preaching. He would have us help 
the man that would hurt us. Jesus is practising that 
second greatest commandment they were talking 
about. 

Jesus’ answer at once lifts the question out of the 
range of speculation up to the practical level of a true 
life. He takes the man at the best possible interpre- 
tation of himself and his question. He assumes that 
he is in earnest in desiring help to live the true life. 

And it is most striking that the man responds to 
this touch. The best in him answers to this gentle 
touch of Jesus. Men give us what we give them,— 
the best or the worst. 


The question as put was speculative and unprac- 
tical. Moral duties cannot be compared. Is it worse 
to steal than to kill? to be adulterous than to lie? 
Men’s codes make some bad things worse than others. 
‘‘ Thou shalt not steal so as to be caught at it” is the 
greatest of all commandments in the modern code. 
All such comparison is only hurtful, It tends to 
soften down the truth that all wrong things are wrong. 

To say that one bad thing is worse than another 
gives one the feeling that the other bad thing isn’t so 
bad after all. There are degrees in wrong-doing, of 
course. But the practical thing is, not to discuss the 
degrees of wrong, but to mark all wrong things as 
wrong. Which is worse, cholera or small-pox? The 

ractical man is too intent on keeping clear of both, 
if there’s any danger. He that does any one of 
these things shows a heart that’s wrong. ‘The whole 
evil lies there. 

Jesus’ answer goes under things, to the one prin- 
ciple involved. It touches the very heart of the Ten 
Commandments. Whenaman’s heart is really right 
with God, hisconduct will be right toward his fellow. 
This is an absolute rule, with never an exception. 
And the only way a man can be perfectly right in all 
his relations with his fellow is by being right with God. 

There’saunityinsin. Selfishness has six common 
expressions; it leaves God practically out; then there 
follows naturally, disregard of superior human rela- 
tions, disregard of the sacredness of another's life, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the sacredness of his person, of his property, and 
under all these, disregard of truth. 

There's a unity in love. I mean the real thing, of 
course; not a nice sentimentality of speech, but the 
master-passion of the life. Love answers to God as 
the magnetic needle to the pole, fully and unfailingly. 
And it hates with a perfect hatred everything that 
severs from God. And that includes everything 
that hurts one’s fellow. Love is the only fulfilment 
of the law. Such love is wholly unpractical and ut- 
terly impossible,—except by the infusion of a new 
strain of blood, the Jesus-strain, and enough of it to 
completely swamp out the old. 


The day so full of dispute and of love’s patience 
and pleading has an exquisite illustration, near its 
close, of the true love spirit, though the woman who 
was herself the illustration never knew it. The 
modest self-unconsciousness of love is exquisite. A 
lonely woman, bereft of her life friend and protector, 
is seen yielding her all to God. 

Money is a most sensitive spirit-thermometer. 
her the treasury was God's money-box. She was 
doing business with God. How much of love and 
sacrifice was hidden under that reaching hand? No 
human tongue can tell. In giving all her store she 
was giving all her life to God. And the Spirit con- 
trolling that act would control ail her relations with 
iamily and neighbors. 


New York Ciry. 


To 


“ 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE somewhat ny question of the Sadducees, 
which is recorded in all three accounts, is passed 
over in this series of lessons, The remainin 

incidents during the stay in the temple are feciuded 
in the present lesson. 

Time and Place.—On Tuesday, April 4, A. D. 30, 
in the temple enclosure; verses 41-44 are definitely 
placed ‘‘over against the treasury,” in the court of 
the women. 


Light on Puzzling Pas.ages 

Verse 28.—One of the scribes : The ‘** scribes” were 
the official expounders of the Mosaic law, also called 
‘‘lawyers.” Matthew prefaces his account thus: 
** But the Pharisees, when they heard that he had 
put the Sadducees to silence, gathered themselves 
together.” They seem to have put forward this 
‘* scribe”? to question a with hostile intent, but 
the man himself was doubtless sincere.—Answered 
them well; This refers especially to the answer 
made to the Sadducees.— What commandment is the 
jirst of all? The Jews were accustomed to distin- 
_— between greater and lesser ordinances in the 

osaic law. ‘‘ First of all,’’ not merely first in order, 
but of first importance. Discussions on such dis- 
tinctions became petty, belittling the divine precepts. 

Verse 29.—Hear, O Jsrael: The citation is from 
Deuteronomy 6: 4, and the form is that of the Sep- 
tuagint, the Greek Version of the Old ‘Testament.— 
The Lord ts one: This preface is a natural one, em- 
phasizing the monotheism of the Hebrews. 

Verse 30.—7hou shalt love the Lord thy God: 
From Deuteronomy 6:5. The whole verse is a de- 
mand for supreme affection,- ‘tan unqualified sur- 
render of our whole being to God.” The various 
terms that follow are not easily Ne ey since 
Hebrew psychology differs from that of modern times. 

Verse 31.—The second is this: Matthew, ‘‘ And a 
second like wafo zt is this."—TZhou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself: Cited from Leviticus 19: 18. 
Matthew adds: ‘‘On these two commandments 
the whole law hangeth, and the_prophets.” It was 
probably the citation of this ‘‘ second” commandment 
that gave special point to our Lord’sreply. ‘As 
thyself” implies in thessame manner freely and sin- 
cerely, tenderly and constantly.—Vone other com- 
mandment greater than these: They sum up the 
law of love, and they are correspondent, not contra- 
dictory. Formalism neglects the ‘‘ second,” but the 
tendency now is to exalt it unduly. 

Verses 32, 33.—TZ7hou hast well said; Acandid ex- 
pression of approval on the part of the scribe.— 
Whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices : Those com- 
manded inthe Mosaic ritual. A bold and true saying, 
for attention to these outward matters had obscured 
the law of love. 

Verse 34.—Discreetly; Intelligently and wisely.— 
Not far from the kingdom of God: He was intellec- 
tually, and probably at heart, near to the position of 
those who accepted Christ’s rule. But he was not 
yet in the kingdom.—Durst ask him any question: 
He had successfully met all who had questioned him. 

Verse 35.—How say the scribes : Matthew's report 
is fuller, giving a direct question: ‘* What think ye 
of the Christ ? Whose son is he?” It was well-nigh 
universally held that the Messiah would be a descend- 
ant of David, but this was not the whole truth, as our 
Lord here shows, 

Verse 36.—David himself saidin the Holy Spirit: 
The citation is from Psalm 110: 1, entitled ‘‘ A Psalm 
of David.’ Here the influence of the Holy Spirit 
upon David in penning the Psalm is asserted.—TZ%e 
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Lord said unto my Lord: ** Jehovah” is the first 
term, but the second is a different Hebrew word, and 
( my” implies that the Messiah was David's Lord 
Vv. 37)- 

Verse 37.—David himself calleth him Lord, and 
whence ts he his son? The question is not answered 
here, but the apostles, from the Day of Pentecost 
onward, proclaim the Messiah, our Lord, as son of 
David according to the flesh, but Son of God, and 
thus David's Lord.—Common people : Or, ** the great 
multitude.” ‘The latter rendering is the more exact, 
but this ‘‘ multitude” was made up of **the common 
people.” This is mentioned here in contrast with the 
opposition of the upper classes, 

erses 38-40.—Beware of the scribes: Matthew 
has a long discourse, denouncing the ‘scribes and 
Pharisees.” The peculiarities here singled out for 
rebuke are readily explained, indicating pride, ava- 
rice, and hypocrisy. 

Verse 41.—Over against the treasury: This was 
the name given to thirteen brazen chests, called 
‘*trumpets,” into which gifts were cast. Here it 
seems to refer to the place where they stood. The 
gifts were for various purposes, usually connected 
with the temple service. 

Verse 43.—His disciples : Probably the Twelve.— 
Cast in more: The worth of the gift is to be esti- 
mated, not by its intrinsic value, but by what it costs 
the giver. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMIMARY. 
b 4 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Show-Me.—One of the scribes came (v. 28). 
Fast traveling in steam-cars! Why, the resistance of 
the air precludes high speed. Steamships! bless 
your heart, no ship could carry coal enough to get 
across the Atlantic. Slavery! everybody but split- 
brained Yankees knows you can’t grow cotton and 
tobacco and sugar with free labor. No, sir! Prohi- 
bition! do you want to drive trade away and kill the 
town, you temperance cranks? As for this up-coun- 
try carpenter, if folks would listen to him, he’d turn 
the world upside down. We must suppress him 
(Matt. 10:35). There is always just as much of 
everything in the world as there ever was, Just as 
much matter, just as much life, just as much human 
nature. Some scribes are set, and some want to be 
shown. It is promising whenthe scribe comes. The 
trouble with the scribe in the newspaper, the scribe 
in the college, the scribe in the library, the scribe in 
the office, is that he is cold and indifferent to the 
high things. He will not even come and inquire. 
So the scribe scribbles and scribbles, and his scrib- 
bling is like the writing on the sandy beach by the 
sea. 


In the Mill.—7ke first ts,... love thy neighbor 
(vs. 29,30). There are 243 Do’s and 365 Don’ts in the 
Book (one for every day in the year), Total, 608. 
Who even knows them? Wanted one to cover all. 
Christ here gives it. ‘‘Good-morning, Mr. Wagner. 
How’s Tom getting on down inthe mill?” ‘ Fine 
as silk! Says there is no place like it in spite of 
grease, grime, and hard work,—thinks all the world of 
Mr. Huston.” When you come to ‘think all the 
world ” of the boss of this old mill of a world in which 
you move and work, you will get on ‘‘fine as silk’”’ 
too, in spite of your unpromising surroundings. ‘Tom 
never wipes his feet on the rules of the mill, never 
drags Mr. Huston’s name in the dirt, never steals 
from him in time or materials. I happened to know 
Mr. Huston thought a whole lot of Tom, and has an 
eye on him. I also happen to know the Owner of 
this great earth-mill thinks a lot of you also, and has 
his eye on you. He has not only said so, but he has 
put it in writing and signed it with his blood (Rom, , 
5:8; 2 Tim. 2: 19). 


Our Aunt Sallies.— Zhou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself (v. 31). And do you know Tom Wagner 
gets along splendidly with the other hands? He is 
always doing nice little turns when he has a chance. 
He never gets mad, grouchy, or ‘‘sassy.” It would 
not surprise me one bit if Mr. Huston should give 
him a high place some day. Tom Wagner is in just 
the right shape to go up. And nobody knows this 
any better than you fellows. Yet you gothrough the 
world hating your fellows+workman becausethis skin 
is not white or his tongue is: not yours, or because he 
doesn’t run with your gang (1 Thess.3: 12). Lots of 
people in this world love their neighbors even better 
than themselves. There is Aunt Sally Watson. 
Uncle Billy says,‘‘ That woman would give her head 
away if it wasn’t screwed on too tight for her.” Aunt 
Sally just about wears herself out sitting up at nights 
with sick neighbors over around Midway. The 
countryside is packed full of Aunt Sallies. Beloved 
of every one. And not a free-thinker, loose-liver, or 
a bridge-whister among the whole great company of 
Aunt Sallies. 


Amare.— Zo love... is much more than all 
whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices (v. 33). To 
love is much more than sending father a nice warm 
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overcoat and mother a silk dress, To love 
is to write them a nice old huggin’ letter, 
and come home to see them as often as 
you can,—and tell them the older they 
get the sweeter and dearer they are. ‘To 
love is net handing out the wife the spend- 
ing money, but being as nice to her as you 
were when you ‘‘held hands’? and whis- 
pered the words. To love is not just to 
Seles Helen the choice candies and rare 
roses, but to have her for your divinity, your 
inspiration, your life. ‘lo love is not just to 
go to church and go through the service and 
drop a coin in the plate, but to have a little 
place at home where you go and snuggle up 
to God and tell him all about it, and hear 
him speak sweet words to you. One of 
those heavenly places in the beloved that 
Paul talks about (Eph. 1: 3-6). Yes, boys, 
to love is not tears and tombstones and a 
black band around your sleeve, but ‘* Yes, 
Mother dear, whatever thee wishes that will 
Ido.”’ Old Mrs. Garfield, who was kissed 
by her son before the whole world as his 
first act as President, said, ‘‘ James never 
disobeyed me once in his life.’’ 


A Miss as Good as a Mile.— 7/o0u art not 
far from the kingdom of God (v. 34). An 
automobile party of us were on our way to 
Princeton. A great storm came up and we 
lost our way in the darkness and mud, 
When we found ourselves at midnight in the 
woods of North Jersey, it did not make us 
any happier to know we had passed close to 
Princeton. ‘The slam of the gate at the sta- 
tion, Hot-butter-blue-beans-please-to-come- 
to-supper. Warm, warmer, hot! Pshaw! 

ou missed it! How many have lost things 

y the skin of the teeth (Bible slang, Job 
19:20). One of the magazines runs a de- 
partment of the Great and Near Great, and 
we all pity the poor fellows they pillory as 
‘*near great.’’ ‘There will some day be the 
Saved and the Near Saved. When the 
great ship went down, were there three sorts ? 
Saved, Near Saved, and Lost! In every 
great invention there have been one or more 
near inventors. Lut what availeth it? The 
scribe was not far from the kingdom, but he 
did not arrive, He might as well have been 
in the moon, My boy, be wise, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Offer.— 7%o0u shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all 
thy strength; and thy neighbor as thyself 
(Golden Text). Dr. John Timothy Stone, 
in his sermon at the opening session of the 
recemt General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, related how he saw the Rev. 
Frank E. Higgins setting out for the hospital 
for his late desperate operation, and one of 
Higgins’ converts—a former prizefighter— 
with arms around the *‘ sky pilot’? sobbing : 
‘¢ Frank, maybe you’re going to need a piece 
of bone or some skin or some blood. Just 
send mea wire if youdo, The minute you 
tell me to come, I’}] fly to you. Anything 
I’ve got you can call on me for.’’ Such, 
said Dr. Stone, should be every Christian’s 
word to Christ. —From the Continent. Sent 
by the Rev. John Edward Stone, Roaring 
Spring, Pa. 


Learning to Love God.— Zhou shalt love 
the Lord thy God (Golden Text), A little 
maiden once came to Mark Guy Pearse in 
great distress because, as she said, she could 
not love Jesus Christ. She did want to love 
him, but somehow she couldn’t. So the 
genial minister said to her: ‘* Well, my litle 
woman, don’t keep thinking about your love 
to Jesus, but just keep on saying, ‘ Jesus 
loves me.’ Say it to yourself over and over 
again; and come and see me to-morrow.”’ 
The little girl did as she was told, and when 
she came to see Mr. Pearse the next day 
there was no need to tell him of the change 
that had taken place. Her face was radiant. 
The love of God had been shed abroad in 
her heart by the Holy Spirit which had been 
given to her.—Sent by W. Hetherington, 
Plumstead, S. E., England. 


With All His Strength.— Zou shalt love 
the Lord thy God... with all thy strength 
(Golden Text). <A little boy declared that 


(Mark 12 : 28-44) 





he loved his mother with all his strength. 
Ile was asked to explain what he meant by 
‘*with all his strength.’’ He said, ** Well, 
I'll tell you. You see, we live on the fourth 
floor of this tenement, and there’s no ele- 
vator, and the coal is kept down in the base- 
ment. Mother is dreadfully busy all the 
time, and she isn’t very strong; so ] see to 
it that the coal-hod is never empty, I lug 
the coal up iour flights of stairs, all by myself, 
and it’s a pretty big hod. It takes al my 
strength to get it up there. Now, isn’t that 
loving my mother with all my strength ?’?’— 
From The Methodist. Sent by Mary E, 
Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


After He Was Free. — Zhou shalt love 
... thy neighbor as thyself (Golden Text), 
Dr. Grenfell has told of a trapper in Labra- 
dor, the partner of a man easily discouraged ; 
the arrangement was that they should share 
equally the hardships and the rewards, 
Both were very poor, One winter their 
lives were all but lost during a storm, and 
on reaching the mainland the timid man in- 
sisted on dissolving the partnership. In a 
few days the hardy trapper revisited the 
traps, and to his great joy he found in one a 
silver fox worth five hundred dollars. ‘* How 
glad I am the partnership has been dissolved. 
The fox is all mine,’’ was his first thought. 
But on second thought he felt that the man 
who had set the trap with him should share 
in the prize. There was a struggle, but at 
length the unselfish spirit won, and the trap- 
per went to his friend with his share.—rom 
The Presbyterian Record. Sent by Mrs. 
John Francis, Simcoe, Ontario. 


Are You Giving Your Mite ?—Azd he sat 
down over against the treasury, and beheld 
how the multitude cast money into the treasury 
(v. 41). A minister asked a rich man fora 
contribution once, and he answered: ‘I 
will give you as much as the widow’s mite. 
I need not give you any more, for that was 
commended, you know.’’ ‘*Oh,’’ said the 
minister, ‘*you need not give me so much 
as the widow’s mite. She gave all that she 
had. You are worth at least a hundred 
thousand dollars, and I will ask you for only 
half of it. You have not given the widow’s 
mite until you give it all.’’— vom Class- 
mate, Sent by Martha Huling, Larned, 

‘an. The prise for this week is awarded to 
this illustration, 


The Pumpkin.—/or they all did cast in 
of their superfluity ; but she of her want did 
cast in all that she had, even all her living (v. 
44). The Rev. J. M. Baker, a missionary of 
South India, writes this pathetic incident: 
An old man, thirty-five miles north of On- 
gole, had a great desire to give something to 
Jesus. The only thing he had to give was a 
magnificent pumpkin he had grown with 
great care and protected a long time from 
thieves. But how was he to get it to the 
Lord? The hamlet had no Christian teacher 
to tell him, and the touring evangelist of 
that section was not liable to visit his village 
for some timg. His conclusions were: ‘I 
will take it tothe missionary. He will know 
what to do.’’ In India this vegetable is 
worth about four cents, The old man had 
walked seventy miles, and one-half of the 
distance carried on his head a weight of 
about thirty pounds and the food for his 
journey that he might present to the Lord an 
acceptable gift of four cents.—/rom The 
Christian Endeavor World, Sentby Emma 
C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


s 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE scribe who was ‘‘not far from the 
kingdom of God’’ had spent years of 
his life studying and copying manu- 

script books of the Mosaiclaw. We can see 
one such book, a particularly old and valuable 
manuscript, if we visit in the town of Shechem 
the synagogue of the half-Hebrew people 
known as the Samaritans. The priest or 
minister of the congregation shows it to 
visitors, A stereograph gives us a good idea 
of it, and of the dignified priest at the same 
time. 

What we see is not at all like our modern 
books. It is a strip of parchment (prepared 
sheepskin) about two feet wide, and so long 
that it has to be rolled up like a web of cloth. 
It has, in fact, a heavy rod at each end, and 
by turning either rod the parchment can be 
made to roll in its own direction, bringing a 
new part of the writing into view. The 
characters that we see are not like the Ile- 
brew letters im modern printed Bibles; they 
are of a very old-fashioned shape long ago 
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used by Samaritan scribes, put at present 
not practised by anybody. This particular 
**book’’ is larger and heavier than most 
ancient volumes,—larger than the one from 
which Jesus read in the Nazareth synagogue, 
for it contains the whole text of Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuter- 
onomy, ‘The passages Jesus quoted (vs. 29- 
31) are both in this copy. The priest who 
has charge of it could easily find the exact 
verses for us. And he, by the way, has 
strongly marked Ilebrew features, The 
Jerusalem scribe who asked our Master 
about the relative importance of the com- 
mandments may have looked much like this: 
twentieth-century scholar before us now. 

Use a stereograph entitled, ‘* Samaritan 
high- priest with the Pentateuch roll at 
Shechem,’’ 

‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lesson of the 
week, The use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help in making the 
lesson places read. Forty-eight places are be- 
ing visited in 1914; the forty-eight stereo- 
graphs cost $8.00, and, if all are ordered at 
one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is 
given free. ‘Twelve places are visited and de- 
scribed during the third quarter; cost of stere- 
ographs. $2. ‘he three for September alone, 50 
cents. (Less than three in one order, 20 cents 
each), Stereoscopes, 85 cents each. Lantern 
slides of the same scenes can also be supplied. 
Plain slides, 50 cents each; sepia-tinted, 55 
cents: colored, $1.10, In orders for twenty- 
five or more at once prices are: plain sides, 
40 cents; sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, $r. 
Postage or express is prepaid on all orders for 
Stereographs or stereoscopes. Address The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


HAT commandment is the first of all? 
(v. 28). The scribes and teachers of 
the law gave great attention to such 
headline summaries and _ classifications, 
‘* There are three crowns (supreme offices) ; 
namely, of the law, of priesthood, and of 
kingship ; but a good name is better than 
them all.’’? ‘*The thought of three things 
will help you to avoid sin: whence thou 
comest, whither thou goest, and before whom 
thou must appear.’’ ‘* The best preacher is 
the heart, the best teacher is time, the best 
text-book is the world, the best friend is 
God.’’ Much ingenuity was devoted to asking 
questions and finding the answer in a text. 
**Who is wise? Psalm 119: 99. Who is 
mighty? Proverb 16: 32. Who is rich? 
Psalm 128: 2, Whois honored? 1 Samuel 
2:30. The question of the scribe was ad- 
dressed to Jesus as being a great rabbi who 
wouid have his own favorite summaries to be 
treasured and taught by his disciples. 


fear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the 
Lord is one (v. 29). Adherence to this great 
truth brought the Jews into conflict with the 
religion of Rome, and often led to martyr- 
dom, Rabbi Akiba’s interpretation of ‘* with 
all thy soul’’ was that it should be main- 
tained even at the cost of life. When he was 
led out to death by torture he reminded his 
disciples of his teaching on that point, and 
rejoiced that he was to have an opportunity 
of putting it into practise. To-day Judaism 
finds in it their national bond under disper- 
sion and their message to the world. e 
latter is, however, not so much for the ben- 
efit of the world by its acceptance as afford- 
ing an explanation of Israel’s separation 
from the Gentiles. A whole system of the- 
ology is discovered in the word ‘*one,’’ The 
Hebrew equivalent has three letters, A, H, 
D, pronounced ‘‘ehad.’”? In numerical 
value of the letters, A is 1, the unity of God; 
H is 8, above the seven heavens, the trans- 
cendence of God; D is 4, N., S., E., and 
W., the omnipotence of God. <A somewhat 
similar rabbinical treatment of ** one ’’ would 
give: O isone; N, above nature ; E, every- 
where. 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself 
(v. 31). The Jewish teaching is emphatic 
in the close connection between the worship 
of God and the service of man. There is a 
rabbinical saying : ‘‘ He who does not at- 
tend public prayer when he can do so will 
make a bad neighbor.’’ 


Who desire to walk in long robes (v. 38). 
Among Jews, Moslems, and Oriental Chris- 
tians, the long black robe in daily use is the 
conventional sign of religious office. 
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Salutations in the marketplaces (v. 38). 
The peasantry and common citizens con- 
stantly kiss the hand of the rabbi, sheikh, 
and priest, each reverencing his own re- 
ligious guide. The blessing sought is all the 
greater in the case of one advanced in years 
and eminent in learning and piety, 


ALEXANDRIA, EGypt, 
% 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou hast made so clear to us the first duties of 
life that we cannot escape a knowledge of them 
even if we would. ‘Toward God and toward 
man thou hast given us the plain word of guid- 
ance in duty-doing, and yet we have so often 
made light of thy word by our deeds! Forgive 
our selfish palevondions of thy commands, our 
choice of the lesser for the greater things of 
life, our forgetting of thyself and our neighbor 
in our self-interest, deadly and porsene as it is, 
Quicken our dull hearts into a keen and swiftly 
acting love for God and for our fellow-man, 
Lead us out into a glad and fruitful experience 
of service, in which we shall learn the blessed- 
ness of obedience to thy best purposes for our 
lives. In thy dearname we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Last Sunday we stud- 
ied some questions asked of Jesus by men 
who wanted to learn, or to catch him in a 
mistake,—which? Yes, and the snare they 
spread for him was not only useless, but he 
utterly silenced them by his answer, And 
now we are studying a different kind of an- 
swer to another question, It was a big ques- 
tion. Only Christ could have answered in so 
few words of such vast reach and meaning. 
See how he sums up our first duty Godward 
and manward! He does it really in one 
word, after all ; for just one short word gath- 
ers up into itself the great commandment, 
and the next. What is that word? 


THOU SHALT 
LOV 


THY GOD 
THY NEIGHBOR 

Yes, love,—a word that we often think 
means something that is just a matter of feel- 
ing. But here it is bigger and deeper than 
that. Weare commanded to love, as though 
love were in our control, under God’s hand, 
And so itis. Not the empty, passing whim 
that we carelessly call love, but the out- 
going, unselfish purpose to be of service, to 
lay down one’s whole life, not for what we 
can get, but in order to give, which is the 
love that God means, Is that your kind of 
love toward God, toward your neighbor? 
Ask yourself that question, prayerfully. Are 
you living by these two commandments? 
Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 














Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘*Dear Lord and Master mine.”’ 

‘* Hark ! the voice of Jesus crying.” 

‘*O thou, to whose all-searching sight."’ 
**So let our lips and lives express."’ 

‘* Spirit of God, descend upon my heart.”’ 
‘* Walk in the light ; so shalt thou know.” 
‘* We give thee but thine own.”’ 

‘*When we walk with the Lord.”’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 43 : 3-5 (90 : 2-4). 
Psalm 116 : 1-19 (235 : 1-3). 
Psalm 1 : 1-6 (1: 1-4). 
Psalm 63 : 1-8 (124: 1, 3, 5). 
Psalm 119 : 97-104 (252 : 1, 5, 6). 





Department Helps 








Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


36. God’s Carpets 


ID you ever move from one house to 
another? Low did the new house 
seem before there were any shades 

up at the windows or any carpets or rugs on 
the floor? Would you like to live in it that 
way all the time? No, indeed ! 

Now let us think of a queer picture! Try 
to see our town without any grass anywhere 
—all as bare as the middle of the street. 
Wouldn’t it be ugly and uncomfortable ?— 
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just like the house was when you began to 
move in, 

But instead of that, everywhere there are 
grasses spreading this way and that, trying 
to cover the dirt, to make it soft for our feet, 
and pretty for our eyes. I like to think of 
the grass as God’s carpet. Often I wish on 
a hot day that I could take off my shoes and 
feel it under my feet. 

Do you know that there are many, many 
kinds of grasses,—though God might have 
made just one,—and that they are spreading 
in many different ways? Some send out 
roots on top of the ground that run a little 
way, put down some roots and start a new 
bunch of grass-leaves; some have feathery 
tops full of seeds that shake out like pepper 
out of a pepper-box when the wind blows ; 
and some—here is the queer seed-box I 
promised to bring you !—a row of them along 
one green stem, each box with its wee, wee 
seeds inside, . 

We cannot stop any longer to talk about 
them to-day, but we must stop long enough 
to think what an earth this would be if there 
were no grasses at all, Suppose you talk to 
your mother or father about that this after- 
noon, 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
% 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—When we love, we 
want to give, 
Before the Lesson.—Ask each child 
to place his hand over his heart. Spend a 
few moments talking of its wonders,—only 
as large as your fist, yet it has been pumping 
and pumping, whether you were awake or 
asleep, ever since you were born. If it 
should stop you would die. 

A little girl once said, ‘*I love my dolly 
with all my heart.’’ She didn’t mean the 
heart that pumps, but the heart that loves. 
When we use our hands or feet they grow 
stronger. When we use our hearts to love, 
they grow stronger too, It is because peo- 
ple love that they want to give gifts. Prince 
Jonathan loved David the shepherd boy so 
much that he gave him his sword, bow and 
belt, beside a robe to wear. Your parents 
give you food and clothes and presents be- 
cause they love you. It is strange that the 
more we love the more we can love. 

The older children may put initials on the 
board as we think of those we love. Chil- 
dren may respond: ‘* Mother,’’ ‘* Father,’’ 
‘* Baby,”’ **Sister,’? ‘* Brother,’’ ** Uncle,’’ 
**Grandma,”’ ‘* Friends,’’ etc. If it seems 
wise, outline a heart to enclose the initials. 
Peithaps there is room for some places we 
love: Ilome, church, Sunday-school, etc. 
We have hearts full of love for people and 
places and things. 

Let us repeat some of our ‘* Love ”’ 
“Cod is love’’; ** We love [him] because 
he first loved us.’’ Sing: 


verses : 


** Love him ! love him ! all ve little children ! 

God is love ! God is love."’ 

If people love God best of all, they wiil have 
room in their hearts to love all these others 
too. Over all the initials write **God’’ in 
large letters. 

Not one of you said that you love yourself 
best of all. If we rub out all the letters that 
we have written in this heart, we can put 
down two words which will mean them all. 
Write **God’’ and ** Others ’’ at the top of 
the heart. From the outer curves of the 
upper lobes of the heart draw two vertical 
lines, and a third of equal length from the 
dividing point between the lobes, making a 
diigram like the two tables of stone (if the 
lires slanting to the point of the heart are 
erised), The words ** God”? and ‘* Others ”’ 
“ill be the headings of the two sides. 

Long, long ago God gave to Moses the 
‘Ten Commandments, written on two tables 
o' stone. Four commandments were about 
God. Make four horizontal lines under the 
word ‘**God.’’ Six were about others. 
Make six lines. Let us repeat one of each. 
**Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me’; **Tfonor thy father and thy mother.”’ 
Every Jewish child learned these command- 
ments. When you are a little older you 
should know them all by heart. King 
David once said, ‘* Thy word have I hid in 
my heart.”’ King David loved God with all 
his heart. When Jesus was a boy he learned 
the Ten Commandments, 

Review.—We talked about the ‘* Day of 
duestions,’’ when the fault-finders tried to 
“atch Jesus. What did th-y ask about 
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money? What did Jesus answer? What 
can we give to God ? 

This Wook’s Lesson Story.—The same day 
the fault-finders tried to catch Jesus with 
other questions, One asked, ** Which is 
the greatest commandment of them all ?’’ 
Jesus thought of the Ten Commandments, 
and put them all together in two: ‘*Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart and with all thy sow/, and with all thy 
strength and with all thy mind; and thy 
neighbor as thyself.’’ It means in four 
words, ** Love God and others.’’ 

When Jesus gave this wonderful answer, 
the lawyer said, **You have spoken the 
truth.’’ Jesus answered, ‘‘ You are not far 
from the kingdom of God.’’ After that they 
did not try to catch Jesus with any more 
questions, 

Jesus watched the people who entered the 
temple. Nearthe door were beautiful boxes 
for the offerings, Jesus knew that those 
who loved God would give an offering. Some 
dropped in much. <A poor widow came 
along, and dropped her offering of two tiny 
pieces of money. Jesus said to his dis- 
ciples, ‘*This poor widow gave more than 
the others, because she gave all that she 
had.’’ Her heart was full of love to God. 
If we give to God what belongs to him, we 
will give heart, soul, mind and strength. 

Hand Work,—Put on the board or strips 
of paper several short verses: ‘* Love One 
Another,’’ ‘*God is Love,’’? **We Love 
Him,’’ ‘* Jesus Loves Me,’’ ** Love God and 
Others,’’ ‘*Love and Give,’’ ‘*We Love 
Hlim,’’ **I Love Jesus.’’ 

Give to each child a heart-shaped card, 
and let each one choose which verse to 
write. ‘The teacher may need to write for 
the youngest children, 

Closing Song.—*‘' We love Him.”’ 

CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 
1.. The great commandments. 


2. Loving my neighbor as myself. 
Whom ? 


How? 


F WE should visit a prison and ask the 
warden to see the worst offender there, 
he would pro!-ably point out some mur- 

derer. Why would he not select a man who 
had stolen money? both had broken com- 
mandments. Even as we to-day consider 
some broken laws of men deserving of more 
severe punishment than others, so the Jew- 
ish scribes debated and discussed the rela- 
tive importance of the Mosaic command- 
ments. Perhaps it was to settle some such 
discussion that a scribe asked Jesus the ques- 
tion of our lesson to-day, 

Ilave the girls read the question, Ilow 
many commandments did Jehovah give 
through Moses? How many girls can recite 
them? Explain how they may be divided 
into two groups: our duty to God and our 
duty to our fellow-men, 

What reply did Jesus make? Mark and 
memorize verses 29-31. Note that the fun- 
damental idea is love, Without it service 
and worship are dead; with it the smallest 
service is acceptable. Recall the widow 
giving her mite. 

Once I visited a great museum, and I saw 
wonderful figures in wax. ‘There were 
famous men and women and familiar char- 
acters exactly like the real ones in color, 
dress, and attitude, yet they were unat- 
tractive and valueless because they lacked 
life. Thus it was with much of the Jewish 
worship. Great burnt sacrifices and elabo- 
rate temple ceremonies were many times but 
the ‘wax representation,’’ because they 
lacked the living, vital element of love. 
Paul once said that a person without love is 
but sounding brass or clanging cymbal. 

What is it to love ?. Girls sometimes say 
they ‘‘love’’ candy. They do not; they 
merely like it. Is loving more than liking ? 
Did you ever hold a glass prism up to the 
light and see the ray split into beautiful colors? 
Paul showed us all the beautiful character- 
istics which help to make love when blended 
together like the colors. Have the girls 
read 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7. Let them name 
the qualities suggested, and tell the vice 
which denotes the absence of love. 

Whom are we to love? Last week we 
studied about loving God and giving him his 
tribute of the heart, soul, strength, and 
mind. ‘To-day we want to study that other 
half of love: that due to our neighbor. Who 
is your. neighbor ia this sense? Could a 


‘into a beautiful picture. 





girl’s little brother be her neighbor? Or 
the girls in your mill ? 

I know a girl (one of my own dear girls) 
who is frequently teased by a younger 
brother whenever she sits down to play or 
read, Sometimes she ‘‘slaps’’ him, forget- 
ting to suffer long and be kind. In what 
way did she not love him as she loved her- 
self? What might she do to or for her 
brother to show her love and stop the teas- 
ing? 

Recently from a crowded hotel piazza a 
young man called to a passing stranger a 
‘*smart’’? remark which caused a laugh 
among all the guests. But it was a personal 
reference to a physical condition, and must 
have wounded sensitive feelings, Girls, too, 
fail to love the other girl enough to appreci- 
ate her feelings, When we love our neigh- 
bor as ourselves the ‘* other girl’’ is as im- 
portant as ourselves; when we love Jesus 
Christ, the other girl is more important. 

Are you glad for the other girl to have the 
things you want? 

Would you inconvenience yourself that the 
other girl might have pleasure ? 

*“*The other girl!’’ ‘* The other girl!’’ 
Say it when you want the best seat or the 
first choice. Ilow many times will ‘the 
other girl’? see your love to your neighbor ? 

Such loving practise will soon cover your 
faults in the eyes of your friends like that 
grapevine. The vine had covered an old 
dead tree with its beautiful broad green 
leaves, and had made the ugly dead tree 
Such a beautiful 
character you will be if you love your neigh- 
bor—not just a little, but ‘* as yourself.’’ 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 
Read Matthew 25 : 1-13. Read Mark 13: 


33-37- Find out about Oriental weddings, 
Memorize Matthew 25:13. When and 
why are watchmen needed? For what 


should we watch ? 

Make a memory chain of any five ‘* watch 
verses.”’ Proverbs 8 : 34; Mark 13 : 35, 
37; 1 Peter 5:8; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 1 
Corinthians 10 : 12. 

Read Matthew 25: 1-13. Why do you 
think Jesus told this parable? What mes- 
sage does it bear for you? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


- 
Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


E began with a little review. Teacher 
asked us what trap the Pharisees laid 
for Jesus in last Sunday’s lesson, why 

it was a catch question, how he got out of it, 
etc. 

Then he called on Skinny to tell about 
another hard question that the Sadducees 
sprung. The Sadducees, you know, were 
the easy-going crowd that didn’t believe in 
the resurrection, nor heaven, nor nothing 
much, 

Skinny had studied it up at home, so he 
reeled off the story the Sadducees made up, 
about a woman who had seven husbands, 
one after the other, and if there was any 
heaven, as Jesus said, which one would be 
her husband up there? Of course Jesus set- 
tled that off-hand by telling them they would- 
n’t be husbands and wives in heaven, Then 
he showed them right out of the Bible where 
they were off. 

Next we read verse 28 of the lesson, and 
teacher called for Carl’s home-study slip, 
whether this scribe’s question was sincere or 
another trap. Carl thought it must have 
been sincere because Jesus gave it such a 
serious answer, and teacher said he thought 
so too, 

He explained that by ‘first’? command- 
ment the man meant first in importance, or 
greatest, and that this was a question the 
Jews often debated. Then we read Jesus’ 
answer out of our Bibles. 

‘*Why did he give two commandments 
when the man only asked for one ?’’ Bumps 
wanted to know. 

** Because either one alone gives only half 
our duty,’’ answered teacher. ‘*‘ The first is 
our duty to God, the second our duty to man. 
He who leaves out either one is only half 
right, and that is about as bad as dead wrong.”’ 

**In this answer what does Jesus put as 
the main thing?’’ asked teacher; and we 
told him, Love. 

‘sWhy is that?’’? he wanted to know. 
When we couldn’t teil, he had us look up 
1 John 4: 7, 8, where it says we ought to 
love each other because love is of God and 


God is love. 
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** That’s it,’? he declared. ‘** Love is the 
center of all true religion, If you’re not lov- 
ing there’s something wrong with your Chris- 
tianity.’’ 

**I don’t see how we are going to love 
God with everything, like the lesson says, 
nor our neighbors either, especially when 
they’re mean,’’ spoke up Bulldog Jones, 

‘* We can’t in our own strength,’’ teacher 
explained. ‘It is God in us, by his Holy 
Spirit of Love, who makes our hearts loving, 
and the more fully we receive him the more 
loving we shall be, even to the unlovely.’’ 

Bert’s part had been to look up where 
Jesus got the answer he gave to the scribe. 
He said it came from two different places in 
the Old Testament, —Deuteronomy 6:5, and 
Leviticus 19 : 18. 

** Why would that appeal to the scribe? ”’ 
came next, 

** Well, what is a scribe ?’’ teacher asked, 
when we couldn’t answer. 

**Somebody that writes,’’ guessed Bert, 
remembering the Latin he had in high school 
last year, 

**That’s it,’? nodded teacher. ‘* They 
were men who copied the Scriptures, because, 
you know, they had no printing presses in 
those days. Of course these men were very 
familiar with the Bible—what books they 
had at that time—and so became Bible schol- 
ars and teachers,”’ 

Then came the picture.]_ It was of a man 
with a beard, standing by a roll of stuff on 
two sticks, Teacher says he is a Samaritan 
priest who lives at Shechem, and that the 
scribe in to-day’s lesson probably looked a 
good deal like him, The thing rolled on the 
sticks turned out to be an old copy of the 
first five books of the Bible, written on sheep- 
skin. It was a good deal such a roll that the 
scribes copied, and the two verses that Jesus 
quoted are in this one. 

Bumps’ home question said, ‘‘ In what way 
was this scribe near the kingdom of God?’’ 

Bumps thought it must be because he was 
a seeker after truth; and teacher added that 
he apparently now accepted the great truth 
that love is the center of salvation. 

Fred answered his question about what the 
scribe lacked by saying he didn’t see as he 
lacked anything but to accept Christ. 

‘*That’s it,’ agreed teacher. ‘‘He was 
standing at the threshold of the kingdom, 
but he must really enter, and Christ is the 
only door,’’ 

‘*T wonder if he did get in,’”? remarked 
Bert ; and teacher said he hoped so, but we 
couldn’t tell from the Bible record, and that 
many a man had been almost converted and 
yet lost. Then he quoted that hymn: 


** Almost cannot avail, 
Almost is but to fail, 
Sad, sad that bitter wail, 
Almost, but lost !"’ 


I had that point about the test question 
Jesus asked. So I explained how he caught 
them, and how tickled the common folks 
were to hear the Pharisees beaten in all these 
arguments, 

‘Then we came to Bulldog’s question of the 
examples Jesus pointed out. He couldn’t 
seem to get the right of it, but teacher helped 
him by questions, and showed that the scribes 
who made believe to be very pious, but 
cheated even poor widows when they got a 
chance, were an example of lack of love, 
while the poor widow who gave all that she 
had to the Lord was an instance of real love 
and devotion, Then the bell rang. 

For next time the questions are: Where 
was this parable spoken? Look up Oriental 
wedding customs, Who does the bridegroom 
stand for? Whom do the virgins represent ? 
What is the oil a type of? Why would not 
the wise virgins share their oil? When will 
the bridegroom come ? 


Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
I. BEGINNING.—Review. 
What trap was laid for Jesus in last Sun- 
day’s lesson ? 
In what way was it a trap ? 
How did Jesus get out of it? 
What question did the Sadducees ask ? 
Who were the Sadducees ? 
How did Jesus answer their question ? 
II. POINTS. 
The place of love. 
What question did a scribe ask ? 
Was it another trap? 
What did ‘‘first’’ commandment mean ? 
What answer did Jesus give ? 
Why did he also give the second command- 
ment? 





1 See “* Visiting the Lesson Scenes,”” page 513 in 
this issue. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 6 


What did Jesus put in first place ? 
Why ? (1 John 4:7, 8.) 
Where does love come from ? 
Danger of mere nearness. 
Where did Jesus get this answer? (Deut. 
6:5; Lev. 19 : 18.) 
How would it appeal to the scribe ? 
Who were the scribes ? (show picture.) 
In what way was the scribe near the king- 


dom 
What did he lack? 


(Mark 12 : 28-44) 


Jesus clinching his teaching. 
What test question did Jesus ask ? 
Why did the common people hear him 
gladly? 
What example of lack of love did Jesus 
point out? 
What example of love did he commend ? 


III, ASSIGN MENTS. 
A home question to each boy. 
West TERRE HAuvuTE, IND. 
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The Supreme Law 


IIE occurrences recorded in this section 
(Mark 12 : 28-44) are usually regarded 
as taking place on the Tuesday of the 

last week of Christ’s earthly ministry. The 
questions already considered were followed 
by another from a scribe, and then one put 
by our Lord himself. All the incidents are 
marked by great vividness and variety, and 
are eminently worthy of the closest possible 
attention as revelations of Christ’s character 
and purpose, See Stevens and Burton’s 
‘* Ilarmony of the Gospels ’’ (Sections 125- 
128, Scribners, $1); Riddle’s ‘Outline 
Ilarmony of the Gospels’’ (Sections 122- 
125, Ihe Sunday School Times Co., 10 cents 
and 25 cents); Croscup’s **ILlistorical 
Charts’? (Sections 139-142, The Sunday 
School Times Co., $1); Stirling’s ‘*Atlas of 
the Life of Christ’’ (p. 25, Nos, 22-26, Re- 
vell, 40 cents); Vollmer’s ‘‘ Modern Stu- 
dent’s Life of Christ’? (p. 216-222, Re- 
vell, $1). 
Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verses 28-30. This in- 
cident should be compared with Matthew 
22: 34-40. Mark has much that is peculiar 
and characteristic. ‘The Pharisees were evi- 
dently delighted with the defeat of their 
rivals, the Sadducees, and, thinking to suc- 
ceed themselves, they made another attempt 
to entrap Christ. The ‘scribe’? was a 
‘*lawyer’’ (Matthew) ; that is, one versed in 
the sacred law. It is interesting that Luke 
omits this section, but gives a similar ques- 
tion at an earlier period connected with the 
story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10 : 25-37). 
See lesson for January 18. Matthew regards 
the question as due to an unfriendly motive 
(Matt. 22: 35), ‘‘*tempting him.’’? Mark 
omits this reference to the questioner’s pur- 
pose. It was an inquiry evidently adapted 
to test Christ’s ability, and also to compel 
him to take sides for or against tradition. 
There would also be the possibility, in view 
of his answer, of convicting him of blasphemy 
in his claim to be the Sonof God. See John 
5:18; 10: 33, 36. In drawing out the first 
commandment the question would condemn 
Christ’s claim to equality, The inquiry was 
decidedly contentious, for the rabbis distin- 
guished between ‘* heavy ”’ and ** light ’”’ pre- 
cepts, and there was a keen dispute between 
the strict and liberal schools as to which 
were *‘heavy’’ and which ‘light.’? Jesus 
Christ went direct to the most vital and fun- 
damental requirement, quoting in answer 
the Jewish confession of faith, which was to 
be repeated twice a day by every adult male 
(Deut. 6: 4-9; 11: 13-21; Num. 15 : 37-41). 
As Jehovah alone is God, he naturally and 
rizhily claims the unreserved loyalty of every 
human faculty, 


Tuesday.—Read verses 31, 32. As be- 
fore, Jesus Christ gave the man more than 
he expected, for he added a second com- 
mandment which summarizes the precepts 
of the second table of the Decalogue. See 
Leviticus 19 : 18. The ‘*neighbor’”’ is of 
course much more than one who lives ‘‘nigh,”’ 
and refers to those around toward whom we 
have a definite and proper obligation. We 
saw the truth of this in the question of Luke 
10: 29: ‘* Who is my neighbor?’’ which 
siould be, ** Who my neighbor is.’’ It is 
noteworthy that this commandment occupied 
a prominent place in early Christian teaching 
(Kom, 13 : 8-10; Gal.5: 14; Jas.2:8). It 
has been well pointed out that Christ, in as- 
sociating this second commandment closely 
with the first, showed their intimate relation ; 
for neither can exist without the other. The 
first leads to the second, and the second ex- 
presses and proves the first. ‘The service of 
a man is not a rival to the service of God, 
and morality is really impossible except on a 


basis of religion. This entire subject is ably 
and suggestively dealt with in Dr, Stalker’s 
** The Ethics of Jesus’’ (Doran, $1.75). 


Wednesday.—Read verses 33, 34. The 
approval of this teaching by the scribe is 
given by Mark alone, and the contrast be- 
tween love to God and man and ordinary 
sacrifices is a reminiscence of 1 Samuel 15: 
22; Micah 6: 6-8. Special attention should 
be given to the four words found in verses 
30 and 33: ‘*Heart,’’ ‘*soul,’’ ‘mind,’’ 
**strength.’’ Strictly, according to Scrip- 
ture, ‘*heart’”’ stands for the whole moral 
being, and it includes what we understand 
as mind, emotion, and will. There is no 
contrast in Scripture such as we draw in 
modern days between ‘‘ head ”’ and ‘ heart,’’ 
between ‘intellect’? and ‘feeling,’’ heart 
being inclusive of intellect and volition, 
Some have suggested that in this passage 
**heart’’ stands for the’ widest conception of 
the inner life, which manifests itself in emotion 
(soul), intellect (mind), and will (strength). 
It will help considerably in the study of 
every passage inthe New Testament where 
‘*heart’’ occurs to keep in mind its wide 
and inclusive meaning. Our Lord’s percep- 
tion of the man’s attitude is particularly in- 
teresting. Although unconsciously one with 
the Pharisees in asking the question, he was 
evidently better than they personally, for he 
was not far away from the future kingdom of 
the Messiah regarded as the goal. Christ 
seems to have awakehed his apprehension, 
It is not at all psychologically impossible 
that the man ‘‘ came to scoff and remained 
to pray.”’ When Christ added the second 
commandment to the first, showing the sub- 
ordination of the second to the first and yet 
their likeness, it was parailel to the relation 
of the Father to the Son, Thus it would 
seem as though he prepared the way for his 
triumphant counter-question about sonship 
which immediately followed. 


Thursday.—Read verses 35-37. See 
Matthew 22: 41-46; Luke 20: 41-44. Now 
from defense Christ proceeds to attack. Ac- 
cording to Matthew, the question was put to 
the Pharisees, and was the means of silencing 
them, while,in Mark we see the attitude of 
Christ to the people after silencing the Phari- 
sees, ‘The Pharisees are of course still pres- 
ent, and though the question was put to the 
people, the former could help by giving in- 
formation for the reply if they were willing 
to do so, If, however, they would not, they 
would stand more condemned and ashamed 
than ever. And he challenges the belief of 
the religious leaders that the promised Mes- 
siah is to be a lineal descendant of David 
(Mark 10: 48; If: 10). Lased on the Old 
Testament, a view had been adopted which 
expected a restored monarch rather than a 
spiritual Messiah, and so Jesus Christ asks 
how the scribes could really teach this view. 
If David in an inspired Psalm writes of him 
as the Messiah in language which is infinitely 
above the relationship of son to father, how 
is it possible to speak of him as the son of 
David? Thus the purpose of Christ was 
twofold: (1) to destroy the current view of 
the Messiah; (2) to suggest a far higher and 
more exalted relationship. Ile wished to 
show that the prevalent teaching about the 
Messiah did not agree with their interpreta- 
tion of their own Scriptures. Of course, he 
did not deny the fact of Davidic descent, but 
he wished to correct the common view that 
only a human and temporal Messiah was to 
be expected. Thus he would answer the 
secret argument of verse 28. 

It seems impossible to doubt that our Lord 


Psalm, for with the scribes he assumed it. 
It is quite insufficient to think that he simply 
accepted the view of the time as to author- 
ship without endorsing its correctness. The 





emphasized the Davidic authorship of this | 
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whole point of the argument twans upon the 
Davidic authorship. No wonder the people 
heard him gladly as he triumphed over those 
who were silenced, and perhaps also because 
they favored this view of the Messiah. The 
whole point of the inquiry was to prove that 
the Messiah would be some one far more 
than a mere man, for the title ‘* My Lord”’ 
was one of respect, and it is used particularly 
in addressing “kings. ‘This bears on the 
self-consciousness of Christ in his position 
as **Lord.’? See Romans 1: 3, 4. Other 
New ‘Testament references are to be found 
in the margin and to be carefully considered. 


Friday.—Read verses 38-40. Mark only 
gives a short fragment of the great rebuke 
which Matthew recerds in full in chapter 23. 
See also Luke 20 : 45-47. This warning 
was against the scribes as a class, and the 
sins denounced are pride, greed and hypoc- 
risy. The greater condemnation is inevitably 
for wickedness which pretends to be piety. 
It is unspeakably awful when pitiless greed 
is concealed under the garment of religion. 


Saturday.—Read verses 41-44. See Luke 
21: 1-4. This incident closes the day’s 
work, and is very different from the hos- 
tility of the Pharisees and Sadducees, The 
piety of the widow is contrasted with the 
unreality of the leaders, The treasury was 
in the women’s court of the temple, and the 
rabbis say that there were thirteen trumpet- 
shaped chests of brass to receive the offerings 
for the service of the temple. The one poor 
widow is singled out from the many rich, It 
is curious that we speak of ‘*the widow’s 
mite’’ when there were two mites. The 
mite was the smallest of Jewish copper coins, 
—two to the Roman farthing, and 128 to the 
denarius (chap. 12:15). A mite was worth 
about one-sixth of a cent. The rich people 
gave out of what was superfluous, she out of 
what she lacked. They gave much, but she 
gave all. ‘There are two ways of giving: 
‘out of’? and ‘‘according to.’? We may 
give ‘‘out of’’ great wealth and only give 
very little, but if we give ‘‘according to’? it 
will be proportionate and therefore true. 


Sunday.— Read the. whole passage in the 
light of the Golden Text. Love is the sum 
total of the divine requirement, and love to 
God is naturally supreme. As the Object of 
our love he is perfect. Because he is a Per- 
son our love can be reciprocated. And be- 
cause he is God our love to him and his 
tous is permanent. As we study the ques- 
tion of love to God and man three aspects 
seem especially important. (1) Simplicity 
instead of complexity. ‘The Jewish com- 
mandments were hopelessly involved and 
complex. (2) Reality instead of hypocrisy. 
Love touches the very springs of life and 
compels sincerity. (3) Spirituality instead 
of formality. Every aspect of formalism, 
whether intellectual or ecclesiastical, stands 
condemned in the presence of love as the 
deepest demand of all, 


Questions for Further Study 


1 Love in the New Testament, A very 
important and permanent topic. It starts 
with divine grace because of the love shed 
abroad in the heart by the Spirit (Rom. 
5:5). And then it expresses itself in love 
to God and man. Among the many passages 
these should be specially noted: John 13: 
34, 353 15: 12, 13,173 Romans 12: 10; 
13:9; 1 Cor. 13; Gal. 5:14, 22; Ephesians 
E3353 §:2; 1 Tim. 3:53; 6:32; 1 John 
2:9, 10; 4:8, 21. Love will be seen to 
be not only a sentiment, but also a sacrifice ; 
both a feeling and a fact. 

2. The Intellect of Christ. As we review 
all these discussions we are impressed by 
our Lord’s marvellous intellectual insight 
and power. Wecan see examples (in these 
replies) of his (1) candor, (2) simplicity, (3) 
boldness, (4) keenness, (5) gentleness, (6) 
severity. On purely intellectual grounds 
alone we are impressed with the strength of 
Christ. This is a point that we do well to 
emahasize in days when he is so often charged 
with weakness and mere sentimentality, 

3. Christ and the Old Testament. Once 
again we should notice our Lord’s treatment 
of the Old Testament, both in his appeal in 
verse 29 and his question in verse 36. It is 
particularly striking that he refers to David 
as speaking ‘‘in the Holy Spirit.”’ ‘The 
authority and inspiration of the Old Testa- 
ment were constantly taught by Christ. At- 
tention should again be calied to the fine 
booklet **Our Lord and His Bible,’’ by H. 
E. Fox (English Bible League, 31 John St., 

Bedford Row, London, England, I 2.). 
| 4. Christ as a Legislator, It has often 
| been pointed out that no one can dominate 
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human life without legislating for love. Love 
is the source of life. Politics with laws can- 
not touch the heart with love. Morality 
with precepts can only appeal to the intel- 
lect. Christ goes deeper in appealing to the 
feeling and touching the very springs of life, 
including thought, emotion, conscience, and 
will. ‘*Keep thy heart with all diligence, 
for out of it are the issues of life.’’ 

5.Dr. Charles S, Robinson’s ‘Studies in 
Mark’s Gospel’? (American Tract Society, 
25 cents) has a suggestive treatment of the 
Great Commandment (p. 201). 


WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO, 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











August 31 to September 6 
Mon.—Mark 12 : 28-34, 
The Great Commandments. 

Iiow many noble souls in the world are 
‘* not far from the kingdom of God’?! They 
have the consistency of life and the knowl- 
edge of the truth, but fail in that they do not 
yield up their hearts without reserve to Jesus 
Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray fora greater 
faith. Pray for patience and faithfulness 
in the simple duties and privileges of the 
Christian life. Pray that we may all learn 
to love and value God’s Word and study it 
with thought and devotion, Pray that we 
may “hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness.’? 


Tues.—Deut. 6: 1-9. Love toward God, 

The naturalness of true piety is brought 
out in this lesson, A home may so value 
the place of prayer and family worship that 
there will be a conscious void and lack with- 
outit. Forced religion can never do what 
natural godliness can do, ‘* We just love 
prayers at our house,’’ said a little five-year- 
old. She had gained the vision without 
knowing it. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Thank the Saviour 
for his wonderful belief and confidence in 
us. The plan of salvation involves man as 
well as God and God’s Son. He saw in us 
his redeemed ones, and loved us with an 
everlasting love. Thank him for that love 
and confidence, and our part in his great 
plan. 


Wed.—1 John 3: 13-24. Love toward Brethren, 

Our whole attitude to others changes when 
the love of God is truly ours. It is not what 
we see in them, but what Christ can make 
them, that touches us then, A wretched 
criminal was approached by a sweet Chris- 
tian woman, who talked long with him. She 
later said to a friend, ‘*‘ What a man Christ 
could make that man !”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for control 
over physical feelings and conditions. Ask 
Christ to help each and all to appreciate the 
blessings and overlook the unpleasantnesses, 
Ask for grace to conquer all conditions for 
Christ. 

Thurs.—Luke 6: 27-36. Love toward Enemies. 

One of the sure tests of Christian character 
is the treatment of those who oppose us. ‘lhe 
Christian may, and probably will, have ene- 
mies, but will not treat them assuch. He 
will be firm and decisive for truth, but will 
have malice and hatred for none. He will 
treat men with courtesy and kindliness, no 
matter how he is treated. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for winsome 
and kindly action toward all, Pray that 
all may keep sweet no matter what provoca- 
tion there may be. Pray for those who mis- 
understand and misjudge you. May your 
personal enemies bewome your friends through 
the power of prayer. 

Fri.—Mark 12: 35-44. True Religion. 

The wrong-doing and inconsistencies of 
many are frequently the excuses of those 
who do not wish to give themselves to the 
Master. ‘This is often a matter of comment, 
but do we comment enough on the countless 
number of consistent Christians who are true 
to Christ? Whenever the idle criticism of a 
Christian is made, let us reply by giving «an 
example of consistency. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to help 
us correct our wrong habits and know when 
we are doing wreng. Ask his help in over- - 
coming natura®tendencies which are sinful. 
Pray for an unselfish nature, for gentleness, 
purity, patience, kindness, charity and joy. 
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RALLY DAY 


in Your 


Sunday- School 


q The custom of welcoming the 
pupils on Rally Day with an attract- 
ive souvenir of the day is fast be- 
coming poptflr in our Sunday 
schools. In many of the schools 
an appropriation is made from the 
school treasury to meet the expenses 
of the day, and the added interest 
and enthusiasm of the pupils has 
made the plan worth all th 


e cost. 


q This year we have selected two 
appropriate Scripture Wall Texts 


For Family Worship 


(Continued from preceding page) 


Pray that we may always be on the lookout 
to help some one else. 


Sat.—Jas. 1: 19-27. Doers of the Word. 

‘The world judges us by our deeds, and 
values our words as we show our faith in 
service. ‘lhe Word of God has great power 
when God’s Spirit shows us its truth. Many 
a man has grown to be a faithful and joyful 
servant of the Lord by beginning to serve 
just where he was instead of waiting for a 
favorable opportunity to work. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for 
the privilege of prayer and worship. Show 
a gladsomeness in the home worship. Thank 
God for loving Christian friends,—those 
who are interested in us, and are remember- 
ing us, perhaps, in prayer. Pray by name 
for those whom you love, remembering them 
in their employment, Pray for your chil- 
dren’s friends and schoolmates, 


Sun.—Luke 7 : 36-47. A Service of Love. 

Ilow little we know when or how God will 
use little deeds of unselfish service! The 
cup of cold water may not be a matter of 
any importance save to a thirsty wanderer, 
but the deed is recorded in heaven and is 
prompted by a loving heart! It also gains 
divine approval, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that our na- 
tion may grow in Christian character and 
in loyally to law and order. Pray for the 
nations of Europe, that they may be brought 
out of war, and know the blessings of peace 
and justice. Pray for the nations in the 
darkness of sin and superstition, and pray 
that they may soon know the Saviour. 


AUGUST 22, 1914 


boy’s bed and prayed, and his prayers were 
heard. 


< 


And this instinct Jesus assures us is one of 
the most real and trustworthy things in life. 
Study his life of prayer, the things he said 
about prayer, the eccasions on which he 
prayed, and the objects of his prayers. Look 
up these verses—Mark I : 35; 6: 45-47; 
Luke 6:12; John 11:41, 42; Matthew 19: 
13; Luke 9: 28; John 12: 28; Luke 22: 
44; Matthew 11 : 25; Luke 22 : 32; 23 : 34; 
John 17. If Jesus thus prayed ought not we 
to be bold to pray? 

“ 


There is nothing so small that we should 
hesitate to take it toGod. As Mr. Ruskin 
says, ** we treat God with irreverence by ban- 
ishing him from our thoughts, not by referring 
to his will on slight occasions.’’ His is not 
the finite authority or intelligence which can 
not be consulted about small things. There is 
nothing so small but that we may honor God 
by asking his guidance in it, or insult him by 
taking 1t into our own hands, 


% 


Sometimes people say that there is no use 
in praying because everything is already or- 
dered in advance and what is to happen will 
happen. But if that is the case why do we 
need to ask any one todo anything? We 
write a letter and ask for an answer withia 
the week, But if everything is ordered in 
advance why do we make such an unneces- 
sary request? Not so, As Professor Huxley 
acknowledged in writing to Charles Kingsley, 
it is just as reasonable to ask God to alter 
the weather as it is to ask a friend to answer 
a letter, 

% 


——— nage 


for your consideration as Rally Day 
Souvenirs. They are printed on fine 
white cardboard in several colors, 
size 5x834 inches, with a dainty silk 
hanger. These texts with their mes- 
sages of hope and promise make a 
fitting adornment to any room, and 





But then if we really trust God and his wis- 


The Young People’s dom and his love, we must be willing to accept 


: his answer as best. A little child admired a 
Prayer-Meeting 


black blood spot on his father’s finger. 
* What is that?’’ asked the child. The fathe1 
explained. ‘*How did you get it?’’ the 
By Robert E. Speer child demanded. ‘*A window fell on it,’”’ 


answercd the father. ** Let window fall on 








Sunday, September 6, 1914 














would be welcome gifts to the pupils 
of your school. Each card bears a 
beautiful flower design in its natural. 
colors. The texts are as follows: 


Twelve Great Verses. IX. The Prayer 
Verse (Matt. 21 : 22). Consecration 
meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 








1. Go Forward. 


Exod. 14: 15. 


In the strength of the Lord. 


Psa. 71 : 18. 


Then thou shalt have Good Success. 
Josh. | : 8. 











Y I will do better unto you than at your 


beginnings. 


Ezek. 36: 11. 


I the Lord have spoken it, and I will 


do it. 
Ezek. 36 : 36. 








@ We can supply these souvenir 
cards if ordered direct from our 
office at 50 cents per dozen, or 
$4.00 per hundred, postpaid. 
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MoN.—God's will (1 John 5 : 13-15). 

‘TUES.—Prayer answered (Exod. 15 : 22-27). 

WEbD.—Prayer refused (Deut. 3 : 23-29). 

‘THURS.—Prevailing prayer (Mark 11 : 20- 
26) 


FrI.—A wise ‘prayer (1 Kings 3 : 5-14). 
Satr.—Constant prayer (1 Thess. 5 : 14-28). 











| Why do we need to pray ? 
| What help do we get from praying ? 
| What habits of daily prayer have we ? 
RAYER is one of the great human in- 
stincts. Even those who have been 
accustomed to scoff at prayer turn to it 
when in some great emergency of life they 
| realize their own helplessness, Mr. Moody 
| used to tell of his experience on the steam- 
ship Spree when the shaft broke and the 
| shlp drifted about in the storm. He was 
| asked to conduct a prayer-meeting for the 
| passengers in the dining saloon, and among 
| those who crowded to it were the men who 
| had been spending their days and nights in 
| the smoking-room gambling and laughing at 
religion, When we are smitten by any of 
life’s great experiences into consciousness of 
| our need of what only God can do for us, we 
| can net help ourselves ; we pray as the peo- 
| ple on the Spree and the Titanic prayed. 


“% 


And those also who have not known what 
prayer was have nevertheless that human na- 
ture which has latent in it the power to pray. 
Dr. Samuel Cochran of Hwai Yuen, China, 
| tells of a Chamese farmer who brought his lit- 





| tle son to the Christian hospital. It was a 


| serious case. The doctor did all he could 
| and even then feared that there was no hope 


| of recovery. The fatier asked about his boy, 


and Dr. Cochran told him the truth. ‘** Have 
you done all you could ?’’ asked the father. 
** Ves,’’ said Dr. Cochran, ** we have.’’ ‘Is 
there nothing else that any one can do?”’ 
asked the father. ‘* Nothing but pray,”’ said 
the doctor, **and we have been doing that.’’ 
“What is that?’’ asked the father. The 
doctor told him. ‘* How do you do it?” the 
old man demanded. Dr. Cochran showed 
him how, and all night the man knelt by his 





my finger,’’ the child asked. It was just 
like many of our prayers. But the loving 
father did not drop a window on his child’s 
hand. 

% 


Prayer is the sincere desire of the soul, 
Are our prayers such ? 


God hears every prayer. 


God would not be a God of love if he an. 
swered every prayer. 


Prayer is meant to increase our achieve- 
ments, not to lay them all upon God. 


The supernatural is God at work in life. 

Life accordingly is made up of both natura] 
and supernatural. 

Life itself, as death proves, is supernatural. 
It was here, and it has gone elsewhere. 





[ Children at Home 





Pickers and Pails 


By Nancy Byrd Turner 


HERE were five of them gathering black- 
berries: Ellie and Dell, Nona and 
Peter, and tiny Mac, They were 

waist-deep in blackberry bushes and knee- 
deep in daisies,—all but Mac, on whom the 
bushes were shoulder high. Steadily, up 
and down the line, sounded soft thuds,— 
the plunk, plunk of ripe berries dropping in- 
to empty pails, Earnest faces peered from 
under broad-brimmed hats, and hands were 
busy. 

After a while,” when the first important 
moments had passed, five tongues were 
loosened. 

‘* My, but they’re husky black chaps !’’ 
ten-year-old Peter cried. ‘‘See if I’m not 
the first to get my bucket full!’’ 

‘¢See if I’m not !’’ Ellie and Nona cried 
back together. 

‘¢ Mine’s going to be full first,’? Mac piped, 
gazing anxiously from between two bushes, 
** See if it’s not !”’ 

The others all laughed. ‘*Then you'll 
have to work faster than you’ve done be- 
fore,’’ they told him, ‘*’cause the truth is, 
Mac Morton, you’re not very, very much at 
blackberrying !”’ 

Now little Mac liked to be thought as big 














LESSON FOR SEPT. 6 (Mark 12: 28-44) 


and swift as anybody. So he went furiously 
to work, dropping berries into his pail so 
fast that they made a grand racket, and 
breathing hard. 

Ellie tiptoed up and looked over his 
shoulder. ‘‘I wish you’d look at what 
Mac’s doing !’’ she exclaimed. ‘‘ He’s got 
tiny green berries in his bucket no larger 
than beads,—dozens of ’em.”’ 

But the youngest picker covered his pail 
with his broad straw hat and would not let 
the others see, for he was mortified and hunt. 
As soon as Ellie went away, he began pick- 
ing out and throwing aside the small green 
berries as hard as he could. 

A half hour passed, and the voices of the 
other children grew fainter as they separated 
in their search, some keeping along the fence 
line, others wandering off toward the middle 
of the field. The sun grew hotter and hotter, 
and it seemed to Mac, struggling in the 
middle of a big patch of bushes, that the 
blackberries became fewer and fewer. Once 
he lifted up his voice shrilly, ‘*The birds 
must have eaten them all,’’ he cried, ‘*the 
birds must have eaten them all!’ But 
nobody answered—because nobody heard— 
and he went on toiling. His nose was 
blistered, his hands covered with scratches, 
but still the shining tin sides of the pail 
showed deep and bare; you could have 
measured the depth of the berries with one 
finger, 

He looked at them and sighed. ‘‘I’ll go 
farther down,’’ he thought, and started to 
strike out in another direction. 

But this was not so easily done, Indeed, 
it could not be done at all, because while he 
worked, he had turned around and around, 
as if on a pivot, from bush to bush, and now 
the long briar branches had fastened them- 
selves upon him, clinging and clutching like 
long arms, catching his blouse, his trousers, 
even tangling in his thick bobbed hair. He 
was a prisoner among the blackberry bushes, 
with less than a pint in his pail, and the 
other children far afield, picking and laugh- 
ing as they picked. 

It was Dell who missed him, later on, and 
hurried back to find him, When the others 
joined her, they all stood still a moment, 
looking at him. He was fast asleep in a 
little bundle on the ground, the green 
branches tangling him still. Two small 
scratched knees showed beneath the Russian 
blouse, and one scratched hand grasped the 
pail with its few pitiful berries at the bottom, 

** How he’ll cry when he wakes and finds 
us ready to go,’’ said Ellie, eyeing the pail. 

“It’s always this way,’’ Nona added, 
‘*He can’t understand that he’s too little to 
do things. Here, let’s put some of our own 
berries in his bucket and then take him 
home.’’ 

‘*N—no,’’ Peter objected, thoughtfully, 
‘*that wouldn’t do,’’? Peter was a boy him- 
self. ‘*A chap wouldn’t like to wake up 
and find that a lot of girls had done his work 
for him, you see. But bother! He’s too 
little to try things like this, and we’ve got to 
be going.’’ 

‘*You three can go,’”’ Dell said, gently. 
**T’ll bring him on, presently.’’ 

Nona and Ellie ran off, but Peter lingered. 
‘*T’ll help untangle him, Dell,’’ he offered. 
‘Wake up, Macksie, old man !”? 

Mac sat up, blinking, and as his troubles 
rushed back over him, his lip quivered for an 
instant. Dell and Peter were pulling the 
briars away gently. ‘‘It’s nearly time to 
start home,’’ Dell said, smiling till he smiled 
back. ‘*You must make haste with your 
berries, ”’ 

‘*I know a dandy place,” Peter cried. 
‘* Berries thick ashops, Let meshow you!”’ 

They hurried him over to the dandy place. 
Peter kept back the cruel briars and Dell 
held the pail, and there, sure enough, were 
big, juicy berries shining everywhere. Mac 
began picking with both hands, as hard as 
ever he could pick, and as the plunk, plunk 
in the bottom of the bucket grew softer and 
softer, he laughed louder and louder with 
delight. For with his own hands he was 
filling the pail to the brim, 

When they reached home, five half-gallon 
pails waited in a row on the water shelf with 
five pickers in a row beside them, while 
Mother stood ready with the scales for meas- 
uring. 

Usually, when the berries were measured, 
Mac hid his face in her skirts ; but this time, 
he danced and jumped. For, when the last 
pail was empty, the youngest picker, by an 
ounce and a half, had picked the biggest lot 
of berries ! 


MADISON, VA. 








| Ast Marion Lawrance 





SOUTH CAROLINA.—Can you tell me who 
originated Rally Day, and what was the real 
purpose of the day ?—C. W. B. 

DO not know who originated Rally Day. 

It has been accredited to me, and I used 

it many years ago in connection with the 

school in Toledo, Ohio, of which I was then 

the superintendent. I donot make the claim 

for myself, however, and presume the idea 

was used long before I adopted it, though 

I had not heard of it when I began to use it. 

The matter of priority in this and similar af- 
fairs gives me no concern, 

Rally Day has a great value, however, and 
may be observed with profit in any school, 
I think I have stated before in these columns 
the twofold purpose of Rally Day, but per- 
haps it will not be out of place to repeat it; 
and in doing so I will emphasize it by giving 
an illustration for each idea. 

1. When an army has been scattered in 
battle or otherwise, and the general endeav- 
ors to bring it together again into a com- 
pact organization for another attack, he is 
said to ‘‘rally’’ his forces. Rally Day in the 
Sunday-school is for the purpose of rallying 
the scattered forces, and bringing them to- 
gether into a compact body for the forward 
march. 

2. When a sick man begins to get well, it 
is said of him that he has begun to ‘* rally.’’ 
Rally Day in the Sunday-school is the time 
to take on normal strength again, for many 
Sunday-schools become sickly in the summer, 
and need to recover their old-time vigor. 

Putting these ideas together, I should say 
that Rally Day is for the purpose of bringing 
together the scattered members of the school, 
taking on again the strength it had in its 
days of healthfulness, and binding itself to- 
gether into a compact body for the work it 
has todo, It is because of the purpose of 
Rally Day that it is set at the close of the 
summer vacation, 


MICHIGAN.—I have a Class of boys ranging 
in age from sixteen to twenty years. We have 
been studying the regular Sunday-school les- 
sons as outlined for us, and I find that it is very 
hard for the fellows to keep up their interest. 
One boy said last Sunday, ‘‘ Why, it seems to 
me that we have been studying this same lesson 
for along time.’’ ‘The rest of them voiced the 
same opinion. I now have twelve fellows in 
the class, but I want to have double that num- 
ber. I feel that in order to get them I must 
make the lesson hour attractive to them. 
Will you suggest some line of Bible study, or 
some line of class discussion on subjects relat- 
ing to religious problems, that would be more 
interesting and yet accomplish the desired re- 
sult.—R. L. S. 

THINK I have asympathetic realization of 
| the problem you are facing with your class 

of young men, but I fear that you are look- 
ing in the wrong direction for help. Neither 
a change Of the course of lessons you are study- 
ing nor the introduction of the discussion of 
secular matters can be depended upon to 
bring you success. I presume there is no 
department of the Sunday-school work in 
North America that is growing more rapidly 
now, or showing more signs of life, interest, 
and strength, than the Senior Department 
from the years of seventeen to nineteen. I 
doubt not that more than go percent of these 
classes are using the same lessons you are 
using, and it is rather a new thing to hear 
any complaint about them. If there is the 
same general truth to be found in two suc- 
cessive lessons, it should not be a difficult 
thing for you to make a different treatment 
of them that would secure variety and hoid 
the interest. More often we hear the com- 
plaint that we do not have time enough nor 
lessons enough on the fundamental teachings 
we are getting. 

i trust you will not allow the Bible to be 
set aside for the discussion of any other 
topics not taken from the Bible lessons, 
even though the other topics be semi-religi- 
ous in their character. In the long run, you 
will secure the best results by sticking closely 
tothe Bible lessons, Ifthe discussion of other 
subjects is to be at all extended, they should 
be arranged for some other time than the 
regular class session, The truths presented 
in the lessons this year can be made of com- 
pelling interest to any class of young people 
if the teacher will put the right amount of 
preparation upon the lesson, endeavoring to 
adapt the lessons to the needs of the scholars 
and fitting them to their everyday life ; at 
least, that is the experience of thousands of 
teachers with boys like yours, 
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cereal dainty. 
Puffed Rice. 


the first sight of them. What other food dainty, in all your lives, 
ever left such an impression ? 


lights of Puffed Grains. 


them. Some day you will order a package. When you open it, out 
will roll brown, bubble-like grains, eight times normal size. 


to eat. 


your fruit. Or you will float them like crackers in bowls of milk. 
And you'll find that these thin-walled, flaky grains have a taste 
like toasted nuts. 


meals of Puffed Grains after that, but you'll never forget the first one. 


process—by shooting from guns—every granule is steam exploded. 
made available. As never before, the grains are fitted for food. 

in all the ages, cooking has never done. 

are scientific foods. 


of each—order them now—and see which kind you like best. 














Who Ever Forgot 


His First Dish of Puffed Grains? 


You have forgotten, no doubt, when first you tasted any other 
But one always remembers the first dish of Puffed Wheat or 


Look back—you who know them. Note how well you recollect 


Your Time is Coming 


Your time is coming—if it hasn’t come—when you learn the de- 


Month after month we picture them here, and tell you all about 


You will see crisp, airy, fragile morsels which seem too good 


You will serve them with cream and sugar or mix them with 


That will be a red-letter morning. You will serve thousands of 









Puffed Wheat, 10c fant 
Puffed Rice, 15c Wiigz- 


Except in Extreme West 1S ¢ 








These, as you know, are Prof. Anderson’s foods. By his patent 
This means easy, complete digestion. Every food element is 
So these are more than dainties. In them is accomplished what, 
That is the main reason why you should know them. They 


But each is distinct—each has a different taste. Get a package 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 


Sole Makers 
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Tokyo Does Not Seem So Very 
Far Away When You Read This 





HE enthusiastic and 
unanimous accept- 
ance by the World’s 
Sunday School Con- 

vention at Zurich of Japan’s 

invitation to hold the next 

World’s Sunday School Con- 

vention in 1916 at Tokyo was 

very significant. 


This decision expressed 
more than a desire on the part 








The Transportation Committee 
of the World’s Sunday School 
Association makes a_ prelimin- 
ary announcement about travel 
arrangements for the World’s 
Eighth Sunday School Conven- 
tion, Tokyo, October 18-26, 1916 


And Japan is preparing to 
give a welcome adequate to 
the coming of this greatest 
Christian convention to the 
Far East. Its great leaders 
are behind the Convention 
plans—such leaders as Count 
Okuma, Prime Minister of 
Japan, Baron Shibusawa, 

aron Sakatani, Mayor of 
Tokyo, Mr. Nagano, Presi- 
dent of the Chamber of Com- 








of the delegates to see the 
most fascinating country in the 
world and become acquainted With its progressive and 
interesting people. It registered the conviction that 
the time was ripe for a great advance in the Christian 
education of the young people of the Orient. 


And since the Zurich Convention there has been 
widespread approval of this decision by the Christian 
people of America. Already hundreds are planning to 
go, and enrolments are coming in. 


Many have been hoping some time to go to the 
Orient, and this Convention gives a most unusual chance. 
With the awakening interest in the Orient, it is felt 
that now is the time to go, before the old life of those 
interesting nations has changed too far under the im- 
pact of modern civilization. 


<~—~<<¢ 








. merce. These men cabled 
to the Zurich delegates urging 
that Japan’s invitation be accepted. 


Of course you want to go. The only question is, 
Time and Cost/ And just here is where the Transpor- 
tation Committee of the World’s Association is woe al 
it possible for alot of folks to go. So many have thought 
the cost might be prohibitive, and will be surprised to 
see how the trip can be arranged for littlke more than 
than the trip to Europe... . 


The probabilities are that more will desire to go 
than can be accommodated. We are expecting be- 
tween one thousand and two thousand delegates. We 
are more anxious for the quality of the delegates than 


the quantity. Transportation Committee, 


James W. Kinnear, Chazrman. 
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JUST ONE OF THE TOURS 


TOUR ONE—The Tokyo Convention, October 18 to 26, 1916, and Tour 
through Japan. Sixty-one days. 

Sailing from San Francisco by Pacific Mail or Toyo Kisen Kaisha steamer, 

or from Vancouver by Canadian Pacific steamer on September 16, 1916. 


( Owing to the distant date of the Convention, it is impossible to guarantee date of 
sailing at time of publishing this Itinerary. The business management of the travel 
arrangements has been entrusted by the Committee to Thomas Cook & Son.) 
8th Day—Honolulu— Motor-car excursion: The Pali, Waikiki Beach, 

Diamond Head, etc. ; 
(Note.—Only steamers from San Francisco call at Honolulu.) 


19th to 44th Day—Tour Through Japan—Visits being made to the well- 
known places of interest, including : 
Yokohama—The principal seaport of Japan; jinrikishas to visit the 
curious native city, Mississippi Bay, etc. Excursion to Kamakura, 
with its great statue of Buddha, and to Enoshima., 
Tokyo—Eight days at the Convention. 
Nikko— With the Tombs of the Shoguns, temples, and avenues of 
cryptomerias. Excursion to Lake Chuzenjji. 
Miyanoshita—A favorite mountain resort of the Japanese. 
sion to Lake Hakone. 
Nagoya—Jinrikisha to the Feudal Castle built in 1610 A.D. 
Kyoto—Visit castle, palace, etc., by jinrikisha. Excursion to Hozu 
Rapids. 


Excur- 


Osaka—Great industrial center; visit castle. 
Kobe—The chief commercial port of Japan. 


Sail from Yokohama about November 1 by Pacific Mail or Toyo Kisen 
Kaisha steamer for San Francisco, or by Canadian Pacific steamer for 
Vancouver, arriving about November 16. 


(Stop-over in Japan may be arranged for those desirous of making a 
more extended tour.) 


The Fare Includes—First-class passage ticket available for six months 
by steamers Nile (11,000 tons), China (10,200 tons), or Persia (9,000 tons) 
of the Pacific Mail, or steamers Nippon Maru or Hong Kong Maru (11,000 
tons each) of ‘Toyo Kisen Kaisha, or steamers Empress of Japan or China 
(11,750 tons) of Canadian Pacific Co. First-class rail travel in Japan. 
Hotel accommodations for 25 days in Japan, bedroom accommodations and 
meals included. A liberal program of excursions by jinrikisha, and sight- 
seeing under the direction of efficient guides. Motor-car excursion at 
Honolulu. Fees for sight-seeing, hotel servants, etc. Transfers of pas- 
sengers and hand-baggage, and transfer of steamer trunks at Yokohama. 
The assistance of the local representatives of Thomas Cook & Sonin Japan. 

Norte.—If crossing the Pacific by fast mail service of the respective 
steamer lines, fare vould be increased $75. 





Tokyo will seem even nearer if you will ask The Sunday School 
Times to-day for its plan for enabling you to go without money- 


cost to yourself. 


Don’t wonder about it! 


Just ASK! 


AUGUST 22, 1914 














LESSON FOR SEPT. 6 (Mark 12 : 28-44) 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 








Selections from some fifty of the choicest of 
Dr. Miller's letters on soul problems are 
being published in the Times during 1914 


31. Wise and Unwise Testifying 
of Christ 

KNOW that the work which you are do- 

ing, especially in the class of colleges of 

which you speak, is hard and discour- 
aging. The pressure of work is so great that 
the girls are quite apt to decide that they have 
no time for religious or devotional meetings 
of any kind, scarcely even time to read the 
Bible and pray. This is unfortunate. In- 
deed, it is not true that they are so driven, 
Luther used to say, ‘* I have so much to do 
that I cannot get along with less than three 
hours a day praying.’’ ‘The more he had to 
do the more he needed to pray, for with him 
to pray was to work. liowever, this is not 
the mood in which most college girls ap- 
proach the subject. They look at it from a 
different point of view, and too often it is 
quite easy for them to set it aside. 

I want to talk to you about a matter which 
I am sure that you have noticed yourself in 
these colleges. I am not certain that there 
is any way to remedy it, but at the same 
time it is*important that workers like your- 
self should have a full ¢onception of it and 
should give it careful consideration, It so 
happens that many of the girls in these col- 
leges who seem to represent the best Chris- 
tian elements are not themselves such girls 
as can influence others, Ofttimes they are 
not the best in their standing in the class. 
Then, frankly, they do not seem to have a 
fortunate way of expressing their Christian 
life. It partakes too much of the goody- 
goody style. It is not strong, vigorous, nor 
very wholesome Christianity. Sometimes 
they are rather morbid girls. Then, in their 
contact with the others, especially in their 
efforts to do them good, they lack tact. The 
same thing is observable everywhere. Some 
of the most earnest Christians in churches 
are ofttimes those whose influence over others 
is not strong. 

I have thought that possibly you might be 
able to do something in‘this direction by 
talking freely to the ‘Christians in the differ- 
ent colleges on the necessity of wisdom in 
the expression of their Christian life, and in 
their efforts to do others good. Religion 
ought to be’ the mtost natural thing in the 
world, It should always be approached in 
a natural way, so as not to give to the efforts 
of good people the semblance of imperti- 





Disappeared 
Coffee Ails Vanish Before Postum 


It seems almost too good to be true, the 
way headache, nervousness, insomnia, 
and many other obscure troubles vanish 
when coffee is, dismissed and Postum 
used as the regular table beverage. 

The reason is clear. Coffee contains a 
poisonous drug—caffeine—which causes 
the trouble, but Postum contains only 
the food elements in choice hard wheat 
with a little molasses. 

A Philadelphia man grew enthusiastic 
and wrote as follows : 

‘*‘Until 18 months ago I used coffee 
regularly every day, and suffered from 
headache, bitter taste in my mouth, and 
indigestion, was gloomy and irritable, 
had variable or absent appetite, loss of 
flesh, depressed in spirits, etc. 

‘*T attribute these things to coffee, be- 
cause since I quit it and have drunk 
Postum I feel better than I had for 
twenty years, am less susceptible to 
cold, have gained twenty pounds, and 
the symptoms have disappeared—van- 
ished before Postum.”’ 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 
15c and 25c packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a 
cup of hot water and, with cream and 
sugar, makes a delicious beverage in- 
Stantly. 30c and 50¢ tins. 

The cost per cup of both kinds is 
about the same. 

‘*There’s a Reason” for Postum. 

—sold by Grocers. 





nence, Some years ago I was in California, 
and strolled into the Y. M. C. A. rooms one 
day. A young man, seeing me there as a 
stranger, approached me and began to ‘talk 
religion’? to me. I was quite anxious to 
find out his method, and was non-committal 
at first in my answers, and developed in him 
some of the very worst phases of that profes- 
sional talk which is too common, even among 
good people. 

I think you will appreciate my motive in 
writing of this to you, as I have done, so 
frankly. I have been trying, so far as I pos- 
sibly could, to help the Christian students, 
as I have met them from time to time, to 
learn the lesson that they must be simple, 
sincere, and natural, not only in their Chris- 
tian life, but especially in their conversations 
on religious subjects, It is well for them to 
live out their religion in their contact with 
these girls, to pray much for them, and to 
learn to love them deeply and truly, I have 
known girls who, by their beautiful life, have 
won the confidence and the affection of those 
not Christians, and have also won their re- 
spect for religion, The time has come, by 
and by, when they could speak to them, and 
when every word they spoke was golden be- 
cause ofthe place they had won in the hearts 
of these girls by their sweet, beautiful, and 
sincere Christian life and character. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


Whose lives were saved because of a 
scarlet thread ? 

Who won a wife by capturing a city ? 

What great idol had its head and hands 
cut off on the threshold of its temple, 
and what did it? 

What woman became a leper white as 
snow, but was healed in seven days ? 
40. What two animals are mentioned in the 
Bible as having the gift of human 

speech ? : ' 


36. 


37: 
38. 


39- 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 

31. Nehemiah (Neh. 5 : 13). 

32. The children of Israel (Neh. 9 : 21). 

33- Vashti. She lost her royal estate and was 
separated from King Ahasuerus (Esther 
I: 12, Ig). ; 

34. Jonathan, the nephew of David, killed 
this giant at Gath (1 Chron. 20 : 6, 7). 

35- David by Joab’s victory over Rabbah, a 
city of the Ammonites (1 Chron, 20: 
3, 2). 





The Premier of Japan’s Ideas on War 





While Europe’s tragic war is going on it is of deep interest to read the remarkable 
utterance made by Count Okuma, the Premier of Japan, in an interview that he 
gave in his home in Tokyo, last May, as a special message to the International Sun- 


day School Convention which met in Chicago in June. 


Count Okuma’s interview 


was held with Mr. Horace E. Coleman, Honorary Secretary of the Japanese Sun- 
day School Association, and the following translation was presented at Chicago by 
Mr. Coleman. The Count still retains, as Premier, the position that he had earlier 
accepted of President of the Promoting Committee (or Patrons Association) for the 
World’s Sunday School Convention that is to be held in Tokyo in October of 1916. 


HE nations of the earth may be divided 
into two classes—the strong and the 
weak, Which is responsible for break- 

ing the peace generally? Usually it is the 
stronger nations, because they can insist on 
their own interests, and it is the weaker 
nations that stand for justice, for they have 
no other arms than this appeal. 

Japan is a little stronger than the weak, 
and a little weaker than the strong, so she 
is in a good position to be a good mediator 
between the two, Therefore, Japan will 
sometime try to teach the strong how merci- 
ful they ought to be toward the weak, In 
my opinion it is a mistaken conception of 
the strong to think that the strong has the 
right to rule the weak. All nations should 
co-operate with each other, and none should 
try to conquer the others. At the same 
time Japan wishes to teach the weak that 
the weak are not at all unresponsible for 
breaking ythe peace. Civilization is some- 
thing like water in that it runs from the 
higher to the lower. In this way the highly 
civilized countries are obliged to expand 
financially and commercially, so when the 
weak try to resist the spreading of civiliza- 
tion there naturally comes some sort of op- 
pression by the strong. Sometimes when 
several streams rush in together there comes 
a coalition of these, just as we see in the 
Balkan States, 

Indeed, if the strong would be merciful 
enough to lead the weak as an elder brother, 
and if the weak tried to walk arm-in-arm 
with the strong, there would be no such 
thing as wars or war-talk. In history we 
see some conflict between the white and the 
colored races, between the Christians and 
the heathen, between the Asiatics and Euro- 
peans, but these are different matters which 
have not concerned Japan. The Japanese 
are quite different from other Asiatics, not 
only in blood, but also in spirit. We have 
to-day about as much Western civilization as 
we do of the old Eastern, and Japan belongs 
both to the East and the West. We stand 
to introduce the West to the East and the 
East to the West, but Japan has no ambition 
to lead the East against the West. 

The peace of Europe is sustained by the 
balance of six powers,—England, Germany, 
Russia, France, Italy, and Austria, but of 
these six Austria and Italy have no influence 
on the Far East. ‘The peace of the Far East 
is sustained by six powers,—Great Britain, 
Germany, Russia, France, the United States, 
and Japang and Italy and Austria have no 
concern with this sphere of influence. 
America has kept herself for years past un- 
der the Monroe Doctrine from touching the 





other continents, but to-day the economic 
conditions of that country have developed so 
much that she must dispose of her products 
and capital outside the country, and at last 
the Spanish-American war has conferred 
upon her the Philippines which are so near 
China, This political condition has’ com- 
pelled the United States to come out from 
under the yoke of the Monroe Doctrine, as 
she must guard her interests in the East. 
Now these six countries standing around 
China are in unanimous agreement to keep 
the status guo of China, so certainly the day 
will come when the world will see the dawn 
of peace in the Far East, and Japan will do 
her best and bravest to perform her peaceful 
mission with these other countries following 
the same purpose. 

I believe there is not one of these coun- 
tries who has territorial ambitions toward 
China, 

President Harrison, during his term of 
office, sent out a circular advocating the 
open door policy toward China among all 
powers, when from other quarters there was 
much dangerous talk about the partition of 
China, and that open door policy has been 
accepted by all these powers, and equality 
of opportunity for all countries is kept in 
China. Gradually then the international 
economic interests have become so mixed 
together in China that this has brought these 
countries into closer and more intimate rela- 
tions. In this way, whén those interests are 
so mixed together, the nations come to know 
that the other nations are not foes, but 
friends, and naturally such a silly thing as 
racial or religious prejudices will pass away 
in this development of the co-operative work 
of the nations in China, and Japan has no 
other ambition than to work as interpreter of 
the Eastern mind to the West and interme- 
diator between the West and the East. 

We are very glad indeed to have the next 
World’s Convention of the Sunday School 
Association in Japan, and I feel it an honor 
to be the president of the Patrons Associa- 
tion, and have already appointed a committee 
to prepare for it, Japan is poorly supplied 
with good hotels, but we shall do our best to 
accommodate the delegates. I will order 
the government railways to give their best 
accommodations to the delegates in travel- 
ing over the country. We also hope to pro- 
vide a suitable auditorium for the meetings. 
When the Sunday-school party was here last 
year I was very much impressed with the 
earnestness of Mr. H. J. Heinz in this work, 
and in fact he was the first one who made 
the suggestion that the next convention come 
to Japan. We will therefore do our best in 
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order that neither he nor the other delegates 
may be disappointed. The work of the 
Sunday-school is still very small in Japan, 
but I hope it will have a great future in our 
country as it has had in the West, 

Japan now has more than one million 
laborers. Generally they are very poor, and 
their children are in great need of spiritual 
training, so I hope the Sunday-school will 
do all they possibly can to give this needed 
training. 

I hope that the coming World’s Conven- 
tion in Tokyo in 1916 will be a great stimu- 
lus to the Sunday-school work in Japan. 


fiffemores 


Shoe Polishes 


LARGEST VARIETY 








QuIcK 
WHITE 


CLEANSWHITE 
AWHITE QUID] 


Quickty, 
EASILY 


APPLIED. 


** GILT EDGE,”’’ the only ladies’ shoe dressing 
that positively contains OIL. Blacks and Polishes 
ladies’ and children’s boots and shoes, shines 
without rubbing, 2s5c. ‘‘ French Gloss,’’ 10c. 

** STAR ’’ combination for cleaning and pol- 
ishing all kinds of russet or tan shoes, roc. 
** Dandy ”’ size, 25c. 

**QUICKWHITE”’ (in bigpid form with 
sponge) quickly cleans and whitens dirty 
canvas shoes, 10c and 2>c. 

‘*ALBO’’ cleans and whitens buck, nu- 
buck, suede and canvas shoes. |n round white 
cakes packed in zinc boxes, with sponge, 10c. In 
handsome, large aluminum boxes,with sponge,25c. 

if your dealer does not keep the kind you want 
send us the — in stamps for a full size package, 
charges paid. 

WHITTEMORE BROS. & CO. 
20-26 Albany St., Cambridge, Mass. 
The Oldest and Largest Manufacturers of 
mms Shoe Polishes inthe World —_ 
























HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 
ing and developing life, and of service to others, 


386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 

Quantity price, 30cents. Send for asaniple copy. 

The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 


- BIBLICAL FREE? 


PICTURE 


Just send us the names and addresses of 25 or 
more Protestant Church members and we will 








send you absolutely free two beautiful sepia re- 
apes tions of famous biblical paintings al! ready 
or passe-partouting or framing 

MESSENGER PUB. CO., Dept. 06 
My Quincy Street, - - - Chicago, Ill. 














Memorial 


cme BELLS (=: 


$s 
Peal McSuane Beit Foonony Co.. Barriscne, Pariyd 


Don’t Waste 
Your Summer Vacation 


Engage in Personal Work 
Pass on the Gospel to Others 


The pocket edition of the Gospel of John may 
serve as an entering wedge to the conversation 
you are to have with some one on your vacation 
journey. Here is your opportunity for doing 
good and bringing a blessing to others by cir- 
culating copies of the Gospel among the em- 
ployees of the hotel or boarding house where 
you are a guest this summer. Many of the 
employees on railroad trains and steamship 
lines would be glad to read a few verses or a 
chapter from the book in their leisure moments, 
You will find these few suggestions will open 
other channels for distributing the Word. These 
little Gospelsare printed on good paper, 2% x4%, 
with red covers and good plain type. The way 
of salvation is indicated by verses printed in 
black-face type. They have been wonderfully 
used of God in the Chapman-Alexander Mis- 
sion through the world, and several hymns of 
the Mission are printed in the back of the book. 

Copies of the Gospel of John are four cents 
each,—or three dollars a hundred postpaid. 
They may be had from 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
103r Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa, 
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The time is now here to 
prepare for a successful 


Rally 
Day 


We will send you for exami- 
nation a selection of services, 
to be returned within fifteen 
days. (Remit 5 cents a copy 
for any you retain.) This offer 
does not apply to cantatas, mo- 
tion songs, recitation book, etc. 














For services, cantatas, mo- 
tion songs, and recitations pub- 
lished by Hall-Mack, Lorenz, 
Tullar-Meredith, Hood, Jude- 
finds, Geibel, Praise Publish- 
ing Company, and all others, 
consult us, 


An illustrated circular listing 
the newest supplies for Rally 
Day will be sent upon request. 








THE 


Griffith & Rowland Press 


1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


NUTSHELL . 
BOSTON GUIDE 


Historical, literary, artistic, musical, civic and_phi- 
lanthropic Boston. What every one wants to know 
in the smallest space. Correct, concise and convenient- 
té-carry. A tourist has said, ‘‘ ‘The Nutshell is the 
most satisfactory guide in America.’’ Ask at news- 
stands or send 30 cents to 


NUTSHELL SEEING BOSTON CO. 
Box 53 Back Bay P. O. Boston, Mass. 


Married! 


Rally Day «xo Promotion Day 


Many new and catchy Helps to make it a great and 
happy day. Send so cents for big bunch of samples, 
which you can either return or pay for, as you please. 
MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 





























METHODIST EPISCOPAL 


BOOK ROOMS 
E. A. Yeakel, Agt., 1018 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 


Send us all orders for 


i914 RALLY DAY 1914 


services and supplies, no matter by whom published. 
Full set of samples for 10 cents in stamps. 
Prompt, accurate and satisfactory service guaranteed. 


3 RALLY DAY SERVICES 
FREE 


ot unusua: merit will be sent to 
Tuliar-Meredith C0 265 W. 36th St., New York 








Pastors or S$. S. Superintendents 
14. W. Washington St., Chicago 


The Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, August 22, 1914 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekiv at the following rates, for either oid o1 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada, ‘These rates inciude postage: 
$1.00 Five or move copies. either to 

° separate acidesses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

- covies less than five, $1.50 each, 
year, 


One copy, tive years, $6.00. 
Free Copies 


One free copy addi- 

tional will be allowed 
foi everv ten covies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 








Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL Times COo., Publishers, 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadeiphia, Pa. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Purity Program 

(Continued from page 510) 
force strong enough to win decisive battles 
is the church of the living God, and that the 
Christ-cure is the only sure panacea for im- 
purity, we should train a force with minds 
clear enough, hearts loving enough, and wills 
strong enough to fight and ‘keep on fighting 
until the victory is won, 


Books and Pamphlets Recommended by 
the Purity Department of the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Association, 


Orders for any of these may be sent to the Superin- 
tendent of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion’s Purity Department, E. K. Mohr, 624 South 
Michigan Ave., Chicago. 


For Parents and Teachers. 

How Shall I Tell My Child? Mrs, Wood- 
allen Chapman, 25 cents. 

Teaching ‘Truth, Dr. Mary Wood-Allen, 50 
cents, 

The Parent’s Guide to Sex Problems, Dr. 
B, J. Kendall, $1. 

Four Epochs of Life, Dr, Elizabeth If. 
Muncie, paper, $1; cloth, $1.50. 

Education in Sex Hygiene, Dr. Kobert N. 
Willson, $2. 


for Young Boys. 
Life’s Beginnings, Dr, Winfield Scott ITall, 


The Strength of Ten, Dr, Winfield Scott 
Ilall, each book 25 cents, 

For Older Boys. 

Developing Into Manhood, Dr. 
Scott Hall, 25 cents. 

Perfect Boyhood, Professor T, W. Shannon, 
40 cents. 
The Secrets of Success for Boys and Young 
Men, Dr. B. J. Kendall, 50 cents, 
What a Young Boy Ought to Know, Syl- 
vanus Stall, D.D., $1. 

for Young Men. 

Confidential Talks with Young Men, Dr, L. 
B, Sperry, 75 cents. 

Clean and Strong, King and Meyer, $1. 

Reproduction and Sexual Hygiene, Dr. Win- 
field Scott Hall, $1. 

What a Young Man Ought to Know, Syl- 
vanus Stall, D.D., $1. 

For Girls, 

Life’s Story, Jeanette Winter Fall, 25 cents. 

Perfect Girlhood, Prof. ‘T. W. Shannon, 40 cts. 

Almost a Woman, Dr. Mary Wood-Allen, 
50 cents, 

What a Young Girl Ought to Know, Dr, 
Mary Wood-Allen, $1. 

For Young Women. 

Perfect Womanhood, Professor T. W. Shan- 
non, 75 cents. 

Confidential Talks with Young Women, Dr, 
L. B. Sperry, 75 cents, 

What a Young Woman Ought to Kuow, Dr, 
Mary Wood-Allen, $1. 


for Students, 


Winfield 


Social Diseases and Marriage, Dr. Prince A. 
Morrow, $3. 


Circulars and Pamphlets 

Chicago Soctety of Social Hvgtene. 
Three circulars, 5 cts. for set; 100, 35 cts, 
I. Self-Protection, 
2. Family Protection, 
3- Community Protection, 
California Social Hygiene Society. 
Set of pamphlets, 10 cents ; 100, 75 cents. 
1. The Four Sex Lies—For Young Men. 
. When and Ilow to Tell the Children. 
. Plain Talks with Girls, for Mothers with 

Girls Ten Years and Over. 
4. The Secret of Strength, for Younger Boys. 
5. Virility and Physical Development—For 
6 


on 


Older Boys. 

. Physical Development, Marriage 
Motherhood—For Young Women. 

7. The Need for Education in Sex Hygiene 

—For Parents and Teachers. 

Society of Sanitary and Moral Prophylaxis. 

10 cents each pamphlet ; 100, $1. 

1. The Young Man’s Problem. 

2. Instructions in the Physiology and Hy- 
giene of Sex—For Teachers, 

. The Relation of Social Diseases to Mar- 
riage. 

. The Boy Problem—For Parents. ; 

. How My Uncle, the Doctor, Instructed 
Me—For Boys. 

. Health and Hygiene of Sex—For College 

Students. 


Pamphlets for Men, 


and 


3 
4 
5 
6. 


5 cts. each ; for free distribution, 75.cts; a 100. | 


A Holy Temple—the Rev. F. B. Meyer. 
Safeguards to Purity—Alfred S. Dyer. 


GORDON 


A Woman’s Virtue and Love — Edward 
Grace, 


Sunday-school Leaflets. 


The Story of Life for Little Children, Mrs. 
Hallie M. Thresher, 12, 10 cents; 100, 
50 cents, , 


Miscellaneous Pamphlets, 

The Seven Circulars of the Spokane Society, 
Io cents, 

Seventeen Leaflets issued by the National 
W. C. T. U., 50 cents. 

Unfit Marriages, 4 cents. 

The Home Slave, 10 cents. 

White Life for Two, § cents, 

Pre-Natal Influences, 5 cents, 

Ileredity, 5 cents. 


Sunday School Purity Pamphlets, by E. K. 
Mohr: 

1, Sunday School Purity Work — How to 
Begin, 12, 6 cents; 100, 40 cents. 

2. The Problem of the Physical Awakening, 
12, 6 cents; 100, 40 cents. 

3. The Sunday School in the Fight, 12, 10 
cents; 100, 70 cents. 

Purity Journals. 

Purity Advocate (Quarterly), 10 cents, 

The Light (Bi-Monthly), the official organ of 
the World’s Purity Federation, 50 cents, 

The Shield (Monthly), $1.00. 

Social Diseases (Monthly), $1.00. 

Additional Books. 
By Edith B. Lowry, M. D. 

1. Truths (Talks with a Boy), 50 cents. 

2. Confidences (Talks with a Girl), 50 cents. 





(Lesson for Sept. 6) AUG. 22, 1914 


3. Herself (Health Talks with Women), $1. 
By Dr. Mary Wood-Allen ; 

1. Child Confidence Rewarded, 25 cents, 

2. Teaching Truth, 50 cents, 


3. Almost a Man, 50 cents, 


4. Almost a Woman, 50 cents. 
By William Lee Howard, M.D. (each $1): 

1, Plain Facts on Sex Hygiene. 

2. Confidential Chats with Boys. 

3- Confidential Chats: with Girls, 

4. Facts for the Married. 
The Edward Bok Books of Self-Knowl- 
edge (each, limp cloth, net 25 cents). 

1, How Shall I Tell My Child? Mrs, 
Woodallen Chapman, 

2. When a Boy Becomes a Man, H. Bisse- 
ker, M.A. 

‘3. Instead of Wild Oats, Winfield Scott 


Hall, M.D. 
Miscellaneous, 


The Moral Problem of the Children, Mrs. 
Woodallen Chapman, 25 cents. 

The New Man, or Knights of the ‘'wentieth 
Century, Riddell, 25 cents, 

From Youth to Manhood (for Young Men) 
Winfield Scott Hall, M.D., 50 cents. 

Scarlet or White (A great Purity Story) Wil- 
lis Mills, 15 cents. 

Sex Culture Talks to Young Men, Richard- 
son, 35 cents. 

White Slavery, Chrysler, 25 cents. 

Never-Told Tales, Wm, J. Robinson, $1. 

A New Conscience and an Ancient Evil, 
Jane Addams, $1. 

Training the Young in the Laws of Sex, $1. 








NEW RALLY DAY INVITATIONS 





Form 12 Printed—Form 14 Plain 





Form 6.—For the Adult Bible Class, with the 
emblem of the movement in color, containing a 
printed invitation. 4 

‘orm 7.—Same design as Form 6, but without 
any printed invitation, 

orm 8.—A unique card showing children. 
Containing a printed invitation. 

‘orm 9,—Same design as Form 8, but without 






ORDER BY FORM AND NUMBER 


Rally Day Invitation Post Cards 
(Lithographed in Colors) 


For the use of superintendents and teachers in 
their éfforts to increase the attendance and se- 
cure new members. Price, 60 cents a hun- 
dred, or $2.75 for five hundred, postpaid. 
(Assorted if desired.) 

These cards should be delivered by the mes- 
senger service or mailed previous to Rally Day 
to the members of every class or départiient, 
including the Cradle Rolf and Home De- 

ments and the Adult Bible Classes, 
and especially to those who have been irregu- 
lar in attendance. Space is provided for filling 
in the date of Rally Day, and for the signa- 
tures of the superintendent of any of the va- 
rious departments or of the teacher. 


any printed invitation, so that you can have your 
own invitation printed at your own expense. 

Form 12.— Reproduction in colors of an autumn 
landscape. Containing a printed invitation on re- 
verse side. 

Form 14. Same design as Form 12, but without 
any printed invitation, so that you can have your 
own invitation printed at your owm expense. 














Night Letters, with Night Letter 
Envelopes to Match 


Use Night Letters in sending your Rally Day 
Invitations. Night Letter Blanks, with or with- 
out printed invitation. Price, 80 cents a 100, 
or $3.75 for 500, postpaid. 


Night Letter Delivery Sheets 


Price, per pad of 10 sheets, 10 cents, postpaid. 


A Real Rally Day Novelty 


A new invitation in the form of a tag with a 
key attached. 

An artistic Sunday-school door is reproduced 
in colors on the tag and contains an invitation 
to the Rally Day Services. 

This new souvenir will be prized by the 
younger members of the school. 

Price, $2.50 a 100, or $11.00 for 500, postpaid. 

‘lags without key, or key without tags, price 

















COMMUNICATION WITH 
OF THE WORLD 


Cc 
ALL PARTS 
OFFICES IN EVERY CITY AND TOWN 








Ge need you at our special Rally Day Service 
ext Sundsy, and want you to tell others of our up- 
to-date sehool. Bring with you some seaber whos 
Jou beve sissed, or some one whom you feel strould 


be one of us. Veo are depending 


Do not fail as. 
@n your e0-cperation. 





$1.25 a 100, or $5.50 for 500, postpaid. 


Size 62x74 inches 





New York, 156 Fifth Ave. 
Nashville, 415 Church St. 
San Francisco, 400 Sutter St. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 
Chicago, 509 S. Wabash Ave. 


Clacinaati, 420 Elm St. 
St. Louis, 313 N. 10th St. 


Pittsburgh, 204 Fulton Building 











denominationat UNlion Missionary 


PURPOSE. Totrain for Foreign Missionary Work. 
INSTRUCTORS. A faculty of thirty pastors, phy- 
sicians and teachers. 
DEPARTMENTS. Biblical, Literary, Medical, 
Musical, Linguistic. 
MEDICAL TRAINING DEPARTMENT. 2 
ctures with Clinical and Dispensary Work. 





Training Institute 


Write freely to Mrs. L. D. OSBORN, Principal, 131-133 Waverly Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Co- 
educational 


ORIENTAL LANGUAGES. Fourteen can be 
taught, if needed, almost wholly by native 


teachers. 

SOME RESULTS. 193 students have gone to 
twenty-five countries under twenty-four Mis- 
sionary Societies, and 41 are in Home Work. 

REGULAR CHARGES. roo per year. 














welcome. Interdenominational. 


A SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE, OF CULTURE, OF 
PREACHING, OF MISSIONS, OF PRAYER AND OF 
METHODS. 


Men and women who desire to unite studies 


of high grade, under the influence of distinguished leaders, 
with the most earnest religious spirit, are cordially and freely 


Address Dean Nathan R. Wood, The Gordon School, Boston, Mass. 














